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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Mary Bell 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Blyton, Enid Roy 
LET'S HAVE A PARTY! Cloth; $2.00 


Staged photographs by Paul Kaye and an over-exuberant text make a repeat 
performance on The Laughing Kitten (1955) but the technique has begun to pall. Kitten 
and cocker puppy hi-jinks are described with too much of an effort to be cute as they 
move from antic to antic- having a bath, pouring milk, playing with a mouse, etc. and 
finally sitting down to table with paper hats and bon bons. The fancy is not handled 
with enough restraint to make it more than passable. Back sewn. (4/22. LC:57-5966) 


Ivens, Dorothy Viking 
' BOZY AND ALL THE CHILDREN Cloth; $2.00 


A fairy tale in pictures, and about as light as they come, cross sections 
a town made up entirely of children and tells what happens to them when a big, lovable 
dog named Bozy comes into their midst. Bozy wins their affections so completely that 
after his near loss through an accident, the children decide to make him king. A 
small fiesta rather than a book, and the author's populated drawings illustrate the 
participants in all manners of activity. Back sewn and glued sturdily. (Pub). ) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Dorritt, Susan Abelard Schuman 


JELLYBEAN Cloth; $2.50 


"The puppy who was born in the time of the snow" naturally starts growing 
up to think that everything should always be white; he is about as disappointed and 
droopy as his young master when the snow begins to go. But one morning when boy and 
dog wake up to birds and sunshine and new blades of grass, they come to the conclusion 
that Spring isn't so bad after all. Colored pencil drawings by Pat Marriott have a 
rounded appeal. (Publ. LC:57-6516) 


Fiedler, Jean | | Abelard Schuman 
TEDDY AND THE ICE CREAM MAN Cloth; $2.50 


That even a small boy must maintain his integrity in a job is the lesson 
designed to be taught by this somewhat far-fetched story. Teddy to whom all ice-cream 
is vanilla, gets a job helping the ice cream man. When the other kids come demanding 
different flavors, Teddy puts up a front by pretending to know what they are, but the 
customers soon begin to doubt his authority. So he tries all fifteen flavors at one 
time, misses his dinner that day, but feels better about it all and turns into a more 
efficient helper the next day. Not very convincing to this reader: Ice cream colored 
pictures by Leonard Kessler. (4/2. LC:57-5616) 


Mace, Katherine Abelard Schuman 
A TAIL IS A TAIL Cloth; $2.50 


A departure for Katherine Mace, whose books for the small fry have hither- 
to dealt with familiar concepts,- the local policeman, a circus, dancing. This time 
she has taken one of the puzzlers all children encounter- one word with a lot of 
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‘variations in meaning, in whimsical fashion she's managed to convey a good deal of informa- 
tion about tails and their functions; how they interpret their owner's feelings; how they 
serve as warnings; how they make mischief; how different they can be in appearance. It's 
comical at times - and factual at others. And the idea is carried out in jingles of very 
uneven quality but with the kind of spontaneous, though often forced, rhythm that jogs 
along. The illustrations by Abner Graboff are done in very modern exaggerated cartoon 
style, in flat postery colors- and with. more adult humor than the text. (4/1. LC 357-5184) 





Carlson, Natalie Savage Harcourt, Brace 
HORTENSE, THE COW FOR A QUEEN Cloth; $2.75 


* The cumulative effect of Hortense's far flung adventures, written in deceptively 
casual form by the author of Alphonse, That Bearded One and The Talking Cat, is very funny. 
From a Normandy farm owned by a Countess in Marie Antoinette's day, Hortense wanders off 
loeking for her calf. She is captured by pirates who are captured by one of the King's 
ships which is subsequently wrecked off Africa. Among the Arabs, Hortense fascinates an 
itinerant French botanist who thinks she is a gnu and is amazed at her remarkable likeness 

a cow. When Hortense eats all the rare plants the botanist planned to take back to the 
King, he takes her, a rare animal, instead. Of course Hortense ends up in the Petit Trianon 
where Marie Antoinette, playing milkmaid, is delighted with the new addition to her famous 
menage. More-.and more laughable as the events pile up. Illustrated with crazy drawings 
of Hortense and her experiences by Nicolas. Back sewn and reinforced. (Publ. LC:57-5537) 


Gag, Flavia Henry Holt 
TWEETER OF PRAIRIE DOG TOWN $2.25 


The habits of prairie dogs are depicted with an amusing accuracy and humanized 
to make a recognizable storye Tweeter Digwell, his parents, brothers, sisters, cousins, 
uncles and aunts, live in an extensive underground town, at the entrances of which they 
perch to take the air in characteristic prairie dog poses. Life seems good, except for e 
the fact that Tweeter hasn't yet learned to whistle and peep with the skill that will make 
him into a town sentinel. But after a feast and a snooze, he finally acquires the knack 
and warns his sleeping companions in the nick of time to ward off some marauding badgers 
“ “ci a The author's cartoons, in desert colors, show a busy little city. (4/?. LC: 
56-1003 





Weil, Lisl Houghton, Mifflin 
I WISH, I WISH Cloth; $2.50 


Set in Florence, Italy, this little-girl-and-cat-and-kitten story has the charm 
of the author's detailed cartoons of the city and its people and the excitement of a wish 
come true. Small Francesca, who loves art, visits the Pitti Palace daily and is particular- 
ly fascinated by the copyists at work there. Then she's followed home by a white cat 
wearing a locket; the cat produces a kitten that very night. All attempts to find an owner 
fail until, at the Pitti Palace again, the cat and one of the copyists have a joyful re- 
union. Francesa is rewarded with the kitten and a miniature painting of her own. Back 
sewn. Not reinforced. (4/22. LC:57-5881) 


Rice, Inez Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE MARCH WIND Cloth; $2.75 


A play on the frisky, unpredictable March Wind takes the form of a little boy's 
imaginings after he finds a hat in a street puddle. Old and wet as it is, he puts it on 
his head and turns into magnificent people- a marching soldier, a cowboy being chased by 
Indians, an actor on a stage- before the March Wind in person comes to whisk the hat away. 
Vividly colored pictures by Vladimir Bobri make a fine show; but a few poetic concepts in 
the text may elicit some puzzled questions. Back sewn. Weak. (Publ. LC:57-5999) 
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Ardizzone, Edward Oxford 
TIM ALL ALONE Cloth; $2.75 


* Another in a popular series. Tim returning home from a holiday, finds his 
house mysteriously empty and his parents gone. Sad and forsaken, he sets out again, 
determined to find them. The adventures that befall the intrepid boy are unassumingly 
portentous- ranging as they do from precariously gotten meals, to fire and rescue at 
sea- and in this way repeat the charm of former Tim stories. The author's familiar 
drawings, in pen and ink and in light water colors, reveal a comic pathos and affec- 
tion to advantage. (Publ.) 

Miller, Mary Britton Pantheon 
GIVE A GUESS Cloth; $2.50 


A good idea- right down the line of young question boxes- but it does not 
quite come off. Each page presents an animal or a bird - and the accompanying jingles 
are awkward and too forced in their attempt to be amusing and original, but they do 
provide enough clues to lead to an answer for the observant child. Some will need a 
bit of adult interpretation and one could wish the pattern had been kept more direct 
and consistent. Juliet Kepes' pictures which offer variety in conception and execu- 
tion, are sufficiently factual for the purpose, but lack the sprightliness of former 
work. Back sewn. But somewhat fragile. (Publ. LC:57-5618) 


Giant Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board; $2.95 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth & Barnes, Kate- THE GIANT GOLDEN BOOK OF DOGS, CATS 
AND HORSES- A big collection of stories and verses and colored pictures by Feodor 
Rojankovsky, surveys the pet animal world in make believe and real life. There are 
farm tales, a story of girl-gets-kitten in the pioneer days, and anecdotes from foreign 
lands. There's a note on why a dog barks and an adventure of a race horse and a white 
cat, and fifty-odd more- enough to keep busy for hours. 


Bannon, Laura Whitman 
NEMO VISITS THE EMPEROR Cloth; $2.75 


The good luck story of a small Ethiopian boy has a pleasant rhythm to it and 
a sense of being written from first hand knowledge. Nemo and his Mama Zoadie live in 
a mountain hut near Addis Ababa and while Mama Zoadie worries about the need to add to 
their income, Nemo dreams of visiting the Emperor's palace one day. The opportunity 
to do both comes through an American family who need a nursemaid for their small daugh- 
ter Abby. Mama Zoadie is hired and when the Emperor later gives a party for all the 
foreign children in the district, Nemo leads Abby up the aisle to say hello to Haile 
Selassie. With the soft humor of the household and the sidelights on Ethiopian folk- 
ways, this is a very natural little story. Handsome colored pictures by Katherine 
Evans. Firmly side sewn. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Cooke, $mogene Children's Press 
FUN-TIME WINDOW GARDEN $2.50 


A how-to book for second and third graders to use on their own. Kindergarten 
children could use it with adult help...Growing things holds fascination for all 
children and this sort of window gardening is an excellent beginning. The materials 
needed are readily available, with few exceptions (such as lumber and screening for 
making a sieve. A big old kitchen strainer can be substituted). The projects involv- 
ing such kitchen supplies as lentils, grapefruit seeds, etc. are practical; other things 
readily acquired. The order of procedure is sound. I question the introduction of 
terms without definition:- what exactly is meant by "root", with carrots, beets, etc.; 
by "tuber"; by "peat moss"; by "second set of leaves". What to watch for goes only 
part way through, and should be used throughout. The time element is too vague for the 
child who expects immediate action. Morning glories, for instance, are slow in sprout- 
ing. The pictures provide excellent procedure patterns for clarifying discrepancies 
in the text, so together they present an adequate first indoor gardening book. (Publ. ) 
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Bruce are motherless; their father is a hard-working cook. Their city life is livened 
by dreams of going to the country and supervised by nosy Mrs. Diggie who is always con- 
vinced they are getting into trouble. Then one day, on a rare country picnic, Bruce 
learns that Old Charlie, a horse that belonged to a camp he had attended, is to be sold 
for glue. His subsequent efforts to buy him and the surprise ending tie in with family 
and community relationships on a solid and venturesome basis. Wash drawings by Paul 
Galdone. Back sewn; firmly glued spine. (Publ. LC:57-6566) 


Bulla, Clyde Robert Crowell 

OLD CHARLIE $2.50 

Two city boys and their efforts to acquire and care for an old horse provides * | 

the theme for another fine story of wish fulfillment for beginning readers. Pinky and | 


Eberle, Irmengarde Knopf | 
EVIE AND COOKIE Cloth; $2.75 | 


* More about Fvie and the Wonderful Kangaroo, these episodes make fine and funny 
reading matter for beginners who are not afraid of tackling and sounding out a few words 
they may not have seen in print before. Cookie the Kangaroo is treated with a casual 
familiarity by her young mistress, Evie Dell, who by now has gotten used to having such 
a pet around. Yet there are problems. Disturbed that the next door cats dislike her, 
Cookie rescues one of them from a stream and they become firm friends. Then Cookie gets 
homesick for other kangaroos and almost emplanes for Australia. Yet she stays- and these 
and any further adventures of Cookie will always find a warm welcome. Silly pictures by 
Louis Slobodkin illustrate the episodes. (Publ. LC:57-5256) 


Seuss, Dr. Random House 
THE CAT IN THE HAT Paper over board; $2.00 


* On page J-72 of the March 15th Bulletin we reported this in the Reprints, New 
Editions section of the juvenile supplement, on the understanding that the educational * 
edition had been previously published by Houghton Mifflin. It has now come to our ate 

tention that the two editions are simultaneous and that The Cat in the Hat is a new book. 
Though we starred it in our original report, it needs to be noted primarily here in the 

Easy Reading section as a prime example of the skillful use of simple words to make a de- 
lightfully entertaining story. (Publ. LC:56-5470) 


Reeves, Katherine Sterling 
CURIOUS DOINGS AT THE MOUSE HOUSE 2-50 


An improvement over The Farmer.'’s Cat Nap (1956, p. 751) takes some barn mice 
through the antics of preserving their successful forays to the main house for food. With 
the disappearance of some hickory nuts, traps are set. But Mr. Mouse, enlisting the help 
of several other local creatures, discovers the culprit and the nuts, so that the humans 
are once again convinced there are no mice around. An unforced narrative and a certain 
dry humor about the failings of people and animals make an engaging story that is reminis- 
cent of the Uncle Wiggly tales. Drawings by Marie C. Nichols show floor-level life. (4/10. ) 


REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Chiidrens Illustrated Classics Dutton 
Publ. 


Aleott, Louisa M.- LITTLE MFN- Illustrated by Harry Toothill. $3.25 





Kingsley, Charles- THF WATER RABIES- Illustrated by Rosalie K. Fry. $2.50 
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Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board; $1.00 


Gottlieb, William P.- THE FOUR SEASONS- Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter are 
taken note of in an easy text and a set of appealing colored photographs of a boy, 
Billy, and his dog, Buff, as they play through the year. The pictures are against a 
farm background, lush with apple blossoms, blue skies, red gold leaves and snow and 
Billy and his cocker make handsome natural models.. Essentially a film technique, ef- 
fectively brought to stills and hard covers. 


WALT DISNEY'S PERRI- Adapted from the Felix Salten story by Emily Broun and 
from the Disney movie made from the book. Illustrated by Dick Kelsey with large color 
spreads which recall the familiar pictorial style of the Disney animal cartoons. 


Wonder. Books Wonder Books Inc. 
Publ. Paper over board; ea. 25¢ 


THE LORD'S PRAYER- Catholic and Protestant editions, each with a set of 
colored pictures by Al Brule which are identical except for the added scene in the 
Protestant edition for the last phrase. "For thine is the Kingdom, etc.". Lush hues, 
a stereotyped boy and girl in idealized settings mark these for a popular rather than 
a religious market. 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
Viston Books Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 


5/17 ea. $1.95 


DeWohl, Louis- ST. JOAN, THE GIRL SOLDIER- The adventurous, tragic and 
saintly life of Joan of Arc is told in a clear, direct and absorbing manner here. 
Dramatic episodes and fictionalized conversations faithful to the facts are used to 
reveal character and the course of events in the context of which Joan's destiny was 
worked out. The complicated historical background of French-English relations too 
is handled simply and informatively. It is difficult to see how any teen ager could 
fail to be inspired by Joan of Arc's mission, military and political exploits, trial, 
execution and personal sanctity or impressed by her ultimate vindication contained in 
the eventual invalidation of her trial. Illustrated by Johannes Troyer. Imprimatur. 
(LC:57-7689 ) 


Lomask, Milton- ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS SEARCH FOR FAITH- As a biography of 
St. Augustine, this follows the main lines of its narration in his own Confessions, 
and concentrates on his early life up to the time of his conversion. Ina simple, 
direct style, revealing episodes and fictionalized conversations help recreate char- 
acter and events so that the young and very human Augustine, with his religious and 
moral difficulties which he resolves by complete surrender to God, will appeal to 
young people beset by similar problems today. A good use of source material with 


interesting handling of geographical and historical detail, give depth to the story. 


Imprimatur. 


Fanchiotti, Margherita Oxford 
STORIES FROM THE BIBLE $3.00 


An unusual presentation of the key stories of the Old and New Testament, 
told as a running account of the steps in history of the Jewish people, the approach 
to the coming of the Messiah, and the establishment of the Christian church. The | 
people and their way of life take on reality. There is avoidance of the harsher sides, - 
the violence of the ancient ways, even the death on the Cross, but one gets a sense 
of growth in men's moral stature. The Old Testament goes back to Abraham- to the ul- 
timate acquiring of the Promised Land, to the periods of the Judges and the Kings and 
the Prophets and the successive captivities. And- with the New Testament, there is the 
reaction against the foreign rulers which made the coming of the Saviour yet more 
eagerly anticipated by some, feared by others. One does get a definite sense of pat- 
tern, and the telling has color and drama and interpretation unusual in such books. 

The illustrations by Joan Kiddell-Monroe in strong line and stylized color. (Publ. ) 
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Musgrave, Florence Hastings House 
ROBERT E $2.75 * 
* Substantial family stories like Mary Lizzie, Oh, Sarah and Dogs in the Family ee | 


have marked this author's record, but this one is the epitome of the humor and realism 
found in lesser quantities in the others. It depicts a tough situation with warmth and 
understanding and without the sentiment that could easily have crept in to spoil it. 
Gramp and Robert E have been eking out a fair existence in their cabin in the Southern 
mountains when Robert E's young, widowed mother comes to take them both away to the North 
where she has been working since her husband was killed during the war. It's a difficult 
change for everyone. Gramp and Robert E have known no other life than the mountains; | 
Melinda adds looking after her father and son to her job. But laughter and a sense of ad- 
venture build sound human relations in successive episodes. Robert E learns that fight- 
ing and bluffing are not the only ways to get on in his new world. Gramp, after awkward 
attempts, learns to get used to "new fangled ways". And there are neighbors at home and 
at school to widen their horizons. Refreshing and different. Mary Stevens' drawings are 
excellent characterizations too. (4/29. LC:57-7450) 


Bowers, Gwendolyn Oxford 
THE LOST DRAGON OF WESSEX $3.00 


A tale of England in King Alfred's day centers around Wulf, an orphaned boy of 
northern origins, and tells how peace was brought to the land through the fulfillment of 
an Arthurian legend. Wulf is called to the King's court in Winchester by Alfred himself 
who had visited the boy and his old guardian, Tostig, on one of his famous incognito 
wanderings about the countryside. But before he goes, Tostig gives him an old heavy metal 
ring from a tree which, says Tostig, guards Wulf's secret. At court, Wulf's exciting 
future begins. He is sent to King Alfred's school and then given the chance to go on an 
exploratory expedition to Scandinavia during the course of which England's ever present 
danger from the Danes is made clear. Yet there is a victory for the Saxons. Then Wulf's 
ring, kept for him in his absence by Lady Gwytha, is polished- to reveal both the name of e 
his dead father and of Arthur who had once owned it himself, and the prophecy that England 
will know peace when Arthur's treasure is found, comes true. Vigorous, dramatic drawings 
by Charles Geer. (Publ. LC:57-6481) 


Fletcher, David Pantheon 
CONFETTI FOR CORTORELLI $2.75 


An engaging story with an original chain of events tells how Angelo, a Sicilian 
boy and an orphan, finds a home for himself and a prize winning costume for the carnival. 
Having lived with Peppo, a restaurateur, who has never shown much concern for his welfare, 
Angelo finds his humdrum life changed wheu Peppo and his family go off to relatives for a 
visit and leave Angelo in the charge of Signora Cortorelli, the hat maker. In her own 
sometimes taciturn way, she sees to it that Angelo meets the right people:- Corrado who 
hac @ marvelous silver buckled belt and some interesting stories to tell; the village shoe 
man with his "office" by a fountain, and others. Each in turn contributes to the Spirit- 
of-Sicily costume with which Angelo wins his prize- and a more permanent kind of happiness. 
George Thompson's drawings for the story are interestingly designed and show unique pers- 
pectives of Sicilians at work and play. (Publ. LC:57-6579) 


Todd, Ruthven Scribner 
SPACE CAT MEETS MARS , Cloth; $2.25 


Strapped to his hammock and ready for G loads and free falls, Flyball (of Stace 
Cat) is also ready for Mars. Nevertheless, the new venture comes unexpectedly, for Fly- 
ball and Col. Fred Stone, who are on their way home from Venus, wander from their course 
and suddenly find themselves in the vicinity of the red planet. Delightful adventures 
await them there. They don't have to wear bothersome space suits for one thing and, with 
less gravity, are able to leap lightly from spot to spot. And Flyball meets Moofa, a ee 
beautiful, longitudinally striped female cat who loves to swim and who goes back to Earth 
with him. Pictures by Paul Galdone show surprised and eager participants in the great ad- 
venture. Seven to nine year olds will find it absorbing; five and six year olds will listen 
avidly, so it brackets two age groups. Side sewn, reinforced and back glued. (Publ. LO:57 
5170) 
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Bishop, Curtis Steck 
THE LITTLE LEAGUE WAY $2.00 


By the author of Little Leaguer, Larry of Little League, etc. this details 
another baseball season with another set of boys. Here the central figure is Dave 
Owen who's too fat and can't seem to get his weight down. Having been apathetic 
about sports all his life, because he knows it won't do any good to try, Dave gets 
impetus to action when a new boy, Jim Cantrell, moves to town and persuades Dave to 
catch for him so he can practise pitching for Little League tryouts. Experiencing 
someone's faith in him for the first time, Dave goes through a remarkable transorma- 
tion, makes a team and even helps to win a championship. A good Bishop story, this 
seems to be less stilted in dialogue than his other books have been. (Publ.LC:57-6487) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Davey, Cyril ' Stories of Faith and Fame- Roy 
LADY WITH A LAMP $1.50 


Like the Northcott which follows, this is a short compact biography that 
concentrates on the most outstanding events in the life of its subject- Florence 
Nightingale. First chapters are brought vividly to bear on the sharp contrast be- 
tween the life of luxury into which Florence was born as a girl of the early 1800's 
and the self sacrificing career she chose for herselfin spite of great social and 
personal opposition. Shifting then to the Crimea and the horrors of a war with un- 
tended wounded soldiers, the narrative gives brief but pointed insight into the dis- 
order caused by tradition minded officials and the remarkable object lesson taught 
them by one woman. More complete than the Schweitzer book though there is less to deal 
with in the Nightingale story. It is unfortunate that the stiff, old-fashioned format 
on these two will detract from sales appeal. (5/6. LC:57-7193) 


Northcott, Cecil Stories of Faith and Fame- Roy 
FOREST DOCTOR $1.50 


Albert Schweitzer's life is simply outlined here in a text which quickly 
sketches in the main elements of his theological and musical background but concen- 
trates on the details of his work as a medical missionary in Africa. Briefly, we 
are told of his childhood as a pastor's son in Gunsbach and of the emotional and intel- 
lectual capacities which developed so early and so remarkably within him. But the 
bulk of the narrative is with the work at Lambarene- the difficult establishment and 
building of a workable hospital, the problems of overcoming native superstition and 
ignorance and the tremendous spiritual as well as physical healing Schweitzer brought 
to a disease ridden population. Inclined to over-impress readers with the more lurid 
details of sickness and healing and in this way less successful than the other recent 
Schweitzer biographies for young people. (5/6. LC:57-7194) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Abelard-Schuman 
THE DRAGON AND THE ROSE $2.75 


* Florence in 1500 comes alive in a thoroughbred adventure, skillfully written 
with all the trappings of intrigue, mystery, and the wonders of the world of art and 
learning that one could wish for. Having been apprenticed to the painter Benedetto 
Salvi, young Carlo Rovero, a boy supposedly of humble origins, decides to make a bid 
for a position at the court of Count Paolo Abruzzi, presently ruling Tuscany in place 
of his niece, Princess Fiorella, who is not yet of age. Nor is he in the Count's favor. 
Through court gossip centering largely around Iacopo Salvi, Benedetto's brother and an 
important figure in the palace, we learn that he is in possession of a will establish- 
ing the Princess right to rule. Count Paolo wants both the will and Fiorella's life- 
and thereby hangs the tale. Carlo discovers treachery and with Iacopo schemes to pre- 
vent Fiorella's undoing. In the course of exciting adventures, he also finds out about 
his own background- he is Fiorella's long lost brother and becomes the new duke, thus 
vanquishing Count Paolo and his minions for good. A sufficiently complicated mystery 
with apt and colorful characterizations, this should win its young audience. Drawings 
by Sheila Stratton. (3/21. LC:57-5131) 


Daniell, David Scott 
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Campbell, Wanda J. Dutton 
THE MUSEUM MYSTERY . $2.75 


Lance Michaelson is vastly disappointed when his father, a muralist, takes a 
job at the Plains College museum in the Texas Panhandle, for the summer. He must give 
up a coveted life-saving job to go with his parents. But no sooner do they arrive than 
a mystery develops. Lance and his new friends, Pepe and Robin, see mysterious lights in 
the museum one night and are puzzled when no one seems upset about it. But then they get 
to talking with Stan, a student archaeology assistant, who tells them about some strange 
markings he once saw on a field trip. How the two events fit together to reveal thle where- 
abouts of a lost local fortune make a well paced detective story, more plausible than most 
and with an interest in Panhandle history that adds an educational dimension as well. Vi- 
gorous drawings by Charles Geer. (Publ. LC:57-7602) 


Vance, Marguerite Dutton 
SECRET FOR A STAR .- $2.75 


Prudence Trudhue is the daughter of an extraordinary marriage and now an orphan 
has come to live with a disapproving Grandmother in a small resort town near Boston. Her 
problems are given sensitive and open-minded handling by Mrs. Vence whose many other 
stories and biographies have won her a deserved acclaim in children's books. On the train 
and barely recovered from grief at her parent's death in an automobile accident, Prudence 
wonders about her future. But only gradually do we learn what it will entail. Her Grand- 
mother Trudhue is bitterly resentful of the fact that her son, a clergyman with a prominent 
family background, had married a famous actress. Even though Sheila Ballard had given up 
her career for him, old Mrs. Trudhue's anger swept on, now to pester the innocent Prudence. 
There are other difficulties too. Prudence likes food too much and needs to lose weight. 
At school she antagonizes some of her classmates with an attitude they take for conceit 
rather than the enthusiasm which compels Prudence to enter too wholeheartedly into school 
dramatics. But the tempering of time soothes the old antagonisms and helps Prudence to a 
new understanding and ability to forge ahead on her own. As the first steps in her own # 
stage career are taken there is a healthy acknowledgement of individual resources and 
human understanding. Adult approach. (Publ. LC:57-5339) 


Headley, Elizabeth Macrae-Smith 
TOUJOURS DIANE $2.75 


A European summer is a dream most teen aged girls cherish, and this story- while 
more frothy than necessary=- has definite appeal to the age interest. Diane Grahame is in 
a bit of a jam romantically, and her parents, on a business trip, conveniently plan to 
take her along. On board ship she meets Peter Crowell of London, also planning to "do" the 
continent; she almost loses him to a French girl before she finds out how to use some of 
her tricks of allure. From then on it is one bubble of enjoyment after another. While the 
parents attend to business, she sees London with Peter, Paris with Peter,the mountains of 
Switzerland, the fountains of Rome. The Grahames buy a car, see museums and churches, eat 
at wonderful restaurants, and- despite occasional loggerheads with their daughter- provide 
not only enjoyment but a broadening awareness of a few of the facts of life and the people 
who live it. None of the boy-girl angle proves to be very serious, and once home again, 
Diane finds herself ready for the faithful Jim, and resigns herself to the fact that nobody 
finds her trip as interesting copy as she does herself. Lightweight. (5/?. LC:57-6640) 








TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Abelard-Schuman 


Asimov, Isaac 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF THE UNIVERSE $3.00 


The Chemicals of Life and Inside the Atom were Mr. Asimov's first ventures into 
non-fiction for the teen ages after his firm establishment as an s-f writer. This third 
volume maintains the balance of accuracy and simplicity which marked the other two and 
presents a fascinating chapter by chapter explanation of the elements, as one learns about 
them in a high school chemistry course, only in condensed and very readable form. Oxygen, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, helium, carbon, silicon, the halogens and so on- by weight, family, 
relative prevalance, social importance and special characteristics- up to yttrium and 
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uranium- all are explained and accounted for. Though the book suggests nothing of 
method and gives its facts away free, without payment exacted by lab work, it makes 
7 a definitely satisfying review and may serve as a stimulus to students who are having 
a hard — their class work. Illustrated with diagrams and drawings. (5/10. ) 
LC: 57-5399 


Dow, Emily R. Barrows 
BROOMS, BUTTONS AND BEAUX: $2.95 


Housekeeping hints for the interested, these include chapters on cleaning, 
-laundering, home nursing, baby sitting, cooking, entertaining and etiquette. Within 
a small space the basic principles for each are adequately given. For example, the 
chapter on cleaning stresses the importance of scheduling and efficiency which to- 
gether with practical rules of essentials like bed making, sweeping, dish washing, 
give solid grounding in the principles of house care. The same holds true for the 
other topics which show cumulatively that housekeeping does become a full time job 
requiring skill and patience when one has the desire and ambition to tacke it thor- 
oughly. But that every girl should, which is the supposition here, remains a de- 
batable question. one ir 57-8594) 9 /)) 


Scott, Judith Unger Macrae-Smith 
MEMO FOR MARRIAGE. $2.95 


A book of this sort is needed, but this isn't the answer. It is a confused 

and uneven handbook of preparation for marriage and marriage itself, directed to girls 
in the teens. It suffers, as do too many books in this field, from a sort of split | 
between tradition and practice, due to the new freedoms accepted by women today. While 
the author sensibly, sometimes eloquently, stresses basic human values, such as re- 
sponsibility, humor, understanding, sociability and so forth, all necessary ingredi- 
ents for a good marriage, she falls short of arriving at a consistent definition of 

ee roles in marriage. She explains that individuality and true partnership in every- 
thing are among the principal ingredients of American marriage, as distinct from 
European. Yet later on, discussing the jobs of both husband and wife, where indi- 
viduality should come to fruition, she admonishes her readers that if work they must 
it should be only in accordance with their husbands' wishes and plans: She has not 
clarified her viewpoint sufficiently to come to terms with two contradictory sets 
of values. A disappointing book. (5/20. LC: 57-6643) © 


Wells, Helen McKay 
BARNUM: SHOWMAN OF AMERICA ~ $3.50 


There has been needed a sound and balanced biography of Barnum. There is 
the one in the landmark series; there is Alice Desmond's Barnum Presents: General 


Tom Thumb which divides the emphasis. And now there is this, slightly more mature 
in approach and handling, and a good successor to Helen Wells’ excellent biography 
of Adam Gimbel. Here she skillfully traces Barnum's rise from a monotonous boyhood 
of farming and clerking in a puritanical New England community - to the goals achieved 
by the driving force that carried through his eighty years of life. There are the 
escapades and the gambles he took with Jenny Lind, with Jumbo.the elephant, with 
dwarfs and with royalty; there are his personal appearances before Abraham Lincoln 
and Queen Victoria. The tales are colorfully told in a sort of real-life Tom Sawyer 
adventure tale, of a boy who grew up to fulfill his childhood's flamboyant dreams. 
As they unfold - in an era characterized by the exuberance of frontier life, of 
Civil War tragedy, of Barnum's own fateful series of frightful fires, they show a 
growing understanding on Barnum's part of human nature that made him, despite adver- 
sity, the leading entrepreneur of two continents. Illustrated by Leonard Vosburgh. 
” (5/2. LC: 57-5810) 


Pinto, Lt. Col. Oreste Roy 
THE BOYS' BOOK OF SECRET AGENTS $3.00 


By the author of Spy-catcher and Friend or, Foe?both recently published adult 
studies of espionage and counter-espionage, this outlines the main principles of a 
secret agent's painstaking to exciting work. Buttressing his healthy supply of infor- 
mation with many anecdotes of case work, Col. Pinto, a well known British intelligence 
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man himself, speaks knowingly of the process of becoming an agent, qualifications, commu- 
nications, dealing with captured suspects, war time activity and so forth. It is all very 
urgent and exact and free from illusions of high adventure and romance. Yet one detects 
a certain emotionalism in Pinto as he boasts of the secret service men who do such super- 
lative jobs for so little pay, while he seems to look askance, and with some disdain, at 
ordinary people. It gives the book a certain aura of setting secret agents apart, wnich 
may stimulate interest but makes one question the objectivity of his approacn. (5/6. Ls: 


57-6965 ) 





Richardson, Frank Howard, M.D. Tupper & Love 
FOR TEEN AGERS ONLY $2.95 


A consultant on high school marriage problems offers advice, in the form of 
narratives and frank conversations with typical young people, that points to the only 
sensible course of action for teen agers who are in love. Wait and see. Topics that come 
up for discussion range the scale of marriage problems from economic support to pre-marital 
intercourse. The deadly earnest manner of presentation is calculated to make teen agers 
sit up and take notice of the possible and very probably dire consequences of rash action. 
On this score there is a tendency to misinterpret Kinsey and to let mistaken conclusions 
about the Kinsey Reports ride. We question this technique as a protective measure and we 
were disappointed by the stagy quality of the conversations. But the ultimate advice on 
being a complete and responsible individual, with the same qualities stressed for both 
sexes, should have a salutary effect. Evidently from this, the problem of high school 
marriages is more widespread than we thought. (5/22.) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Goodin, Peggy 7 Dutton @ 
DEDE 0'SHEA $3.50 





eeeis eleven and at cross purposes with her family, her school and her conscience. 
Her sounding board is the new tenant of their guest house, widowed Karen Mitchell who was 
crippled in the accident which killed her husband,and as the problems which bedevil Dede 
reach Karen's ears, she comes clear of her own misery and finds an answer in Dede's faith. 
A young Californian makes a pleasant heroine with an addiction to truth- and consequences. 
(Full report on p. 236. 5/29. LC:57-5342) 


Carr, John Dickson Harper 
FIRE, BURN: $3.50 


Turning back the clock sends Detective Inspector John Cheviot to 1829 where he 
is scheduled to be superintendent of the new law enforcement and is given the case of Lady 
Cork's stolen birdseed. This turns out to be jewels and Cheviot, his 2OQth century know- 
ledge of little avail, turns out to be more than on a spot. An elegance of entertainment 
for 1957 readers before Cheviot is returned to the present. (Full report on p. 236. 5/29. 


LC:57-7135) 


Richter, Conrad Knopf 
THE LADY $3.00 


A tightly written, flavorful story of New Mexico in the '80's and 90's ranks 
with the best of Richter's novels and describes a place still more Mexican than American 
in mores, color and viewpoint. Dona Ellen, wife of Judge Sessions, is the dominant and 
magnetic figure and when she is suspected of killing a csttleman who drives his herd 
ruthlessly through her beloved garden, the act precipitates a local case culminating in ae 
the disappearance of her husband and her son. An original plot thread brings the story 
together as the competition between Dona Ellen and the sadistic Beasley, who owns the cat- 
tle, is brought to a melodramatic finale. An absorbing and beautifully detailed panel of 
the American frontier. (Full report on p. 227. 5/20. LC:57-5660) 
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Asimov, Isaac- BUILDING BLOCKS OF THE UNIVERSE (Abelard-Schuman ) 
Richardson, Frank Howard M.D.- FOR TEEN AGERS ONLY (Tupper & Love) 
Dow, Emily R.- Brooms, Buttons and Beaux (Barrows ) 
Berlin, Ellin Doubleday 

SILVER PLATTER | $4.95 


Ellin Berlin (novelist and wife of Irving Berlin) tells her family story 
with her grandmother as protagonist and in it the early chapters of a life of poverty 
in mining towns contrast with later social triumphs, as the elite of Europe accepted 
invitations to the fabulous entertainments of Louise Mackay who had been snubbed by 
New York's Four Hundred. The closeup of two sides of the American picture is written 
as fictional biography, perhaps with more appeal as the struggle in California and 
Nevada is recalled in loving detail for complete understanding of a psychology that 
put its high value on hard won wealth. Overlong but much of this is fascinating 
reading. (Full report on p. 22. 5/9. LC: 57-7277) 


Cantor, Eddie with Doubleday 
Ardmore, Jane TAKE MY LIFE $3.95 


This recall of the people in wide-eyed Eddie Cantor's life starts with his 
grandmother Esther and his East Side, impoverished days. On through marriage and 
children, producers and song writers and the familiar career, there is the apprecia- 
tion of a life he has found good, and even better now. The series of profiles to- 
gether with anecdotes, stories, professional and personal reminiscences make a stand 
up and cheer type of book that bears the hallmark of a real performer. (Full report 


on p. 252. 5/23. LC: 57-7279) 


Schreider, Helen & Frank ; Doubleday 
20,000 MILES SOUTH $3.95 


The voyage of this ambitious couple was via amphibious jeep from the Arctic 
Circle to the tip of South America and the story of their preparations and travel pro- 
vides busy and active experiences. Enduring and enjoying all, the Schreiders tackle 
the eccentricities of their odd vehicle, encounter friendly people and in general, 
attract plenty of attention. Fun- and off-beat adventuring. Photos and maps. 
(Full report on p. 245. 5/9. LC: 57-7287) : 


Oberth, Hermann Harper 
MAN INTO SPACE $4.00 


One of the Grand Old Men of space travel restates and amplifies many of his 
basic principles and nothing is too small or complex for his attention. He speculates 
alike on the best angle for firing a rocket from earth and the precise thickness of a 
space mirror. Where Oberth's exactitude is sometimes formidable, most of the findings 
read readily and are directed towards aficionados. (Full report on p.2hh.5/1.LC:56-6039) 


Day, Beth Holt 
GLACIER PILOT $3.95 


Pilot Bob Reeve typified Alaskan airmen in the '30's, when they were general 
factotums in a land broken up by mountain ranges and other blocks to easy communications. 
Coming to Valdez in 1932 Reeve worked as a mechanic, then chartered a-plane to haul 
miners' supplies and shortly earned a reputation for being able to get in and out of 
the tightest spots. Eventually, he earned enough to buy his own flying equipment and 
to raise a family. The episodes provide high, realistic adventure in a swift, talky 
narrative that emphasizes Beth Day's record as juvenile biographer and as the author of 
The Little Professor. of Piney Woods. Tllustrated. (Full report on p. 2h9. 5/20. 

LC: 57-6761) 
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Phillips, Alan Little, Brown 
THE LIVING LEGEND $4.00 


A fine contemporary and historical account of the RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police )- how it grew, its guiding ideals and its modern methods- restates the living legend 
of Canada's remarkable police force. The bulk of the narrative tells of actual cases, 
both famous and typical, through which Mountie techniques and psychology are forcefully de- 
picted. Reading like detective thrillers, the episodes build a growing impression of the 
dignity and self-reliance which have always characterized the Mounties and given them a 
special appeal for an American audience who think they are tops too. (Full report on p. 
251. 5/20. LC:57-7842 ) 

Aitken, Kate Longmans, Green 

NEVER A DAY SO BRIGHT $3.50 


A relaxed view of life in Canada (Beeton, Ont.) during the author's childhood is 
filled with domestic and community details of the seasons where her home was a store, at 
times a boarding house and always a busy center for gatherings. Strong characters and a 
dependence on immediate resources combine to give this a frontier quality with the placid 
look of an enchanted past. Those who know small villages will appreciate this. Illustrated 
by Frank Newfeld. (Full report on p. 240). (Publ.) 


Elvin, Harold Macmillan 
THE RIDE TO CHANDIGARH $4.75 


Joined by four students in Bombay, the author trekked across India by bicycle 
with only the barest essentials and little money, but with the warm hospitality’of a 
nation to tide him over. The author and his group often gave concerts but the welcomes 
they met from upper and lower caste alike seemed to indicate that these efforts were super- 
fluous~ even the bikes were decorated with flowers on occasion. Through sensitive and com- 
passionate impressions the reader gets not only a picture of exotic scenery but of different 
ways of looking at the world. (Full report on p. 246. 5/14.) & 


Potter, Stephen Random House 
POTTER ON AMERICA $3.00 


| In a courteous rejoinder to his United States travels, the author of Gamesman- 
ship, ete. boards all ships. here- tourist, guest, lecturer, golfer- in well-mannered fashion 
as his compliments are searched out with sincerity. East, west, north, south and in all the 
stopping places from stores and restaurants to parties and for all there is a largesse of 
happily turned phrases, and a gay travelling companion for viewing one's own country. (Full 
report on p. 251. 5/22. LC:57-7811) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Gottlieb, Bernhardt Rinehart 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR ADOLESCENT $3.95 


An analyst, concerned primarily with the psychological effects of physical 
changes, outlines the ambivalent adolescent in general terms and continues with particular 
problems. Guidance is given on sex, clothes, allowances, cigarettes, liquor- along with 
the shifting attachments which will take place. A last section discusses handicaps and 
more serious neurotic difficulties. A definite psychiatric emphasis which parents will 
find more valuable for general than for specific orientation. (Full report on p. 248. 


5/16. LC:57-8069 ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE ae 


Page 

149 (J-67) La Farge, Oliver- A PAUSE IN THE DESERT- from 4/8 to 4/22 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

176 (J-60) Bealer, Alex W. III- THE PICTURE-SKIN STORY- Correct title is hyphenated and 
correct date and price are 4/15, $2.75 (Holiday House) 

221 (J-77) Fedton, Edward- THE GOLDEN DOORS- from $2.95 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
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ONE DARK HORSE 


June 7 


Oldenbourg, Zoe Pantheon 
THE AWAKENED | $4.50 


* The World is Not Enough and The Cornerstone established this young writer in the 
forefront of historical novelists, with her specialty life in the Middle Ages. Now 
with The Awakened she proves that she is not to be pigeonholed, for here is a moving 
and significant contemporary novel, set in Paris during the ‘pnuney war". There is an 
overwhelming drive that has almost a classic heritage in Greek tragedy here; and,at 
the same time, there is a compassionate, perceptive human love story that recalls the 
particular appeal of Eric Knight's This Above All. Two uprooted families, one with a 
Jewish scholarly background, the other a Russian military background, come into focus 
through Stephanie, whose father has become a Catholic convert, and Ilya, whose Russian 
temperament injects endless self searching, tormented pride. They fall hopelessly in 
love; Stephanie's father, demanding in his devotion, rejects Ilya completely and ruth- Y) 
lessly. Stephanie, torn in her loyalties, betrays her strict upbringing, goes away 
with Ilya, and then leaves him ultimately to rejoin her father, when Ilya refuses the 
grudging agreement to their marriage, for reasons Stephanie cannot understand. Then 
comes the threat of invasion, the internment of German Jews, separation beyond their 
control. Ilya is taken prisoner; Stephanie, with occupation, escapes to the south of 
France, to bear her child alone. This ending, on a note of stark tragedy, leaves the 
reader free to write his own sequel. But the intense and all-pervading impression is 
one that seems to preclude wishful thinking. Ilya and Stephanie remain victims of 
loyalties to lost causes and hopeless love. A powerful and unforgettable novel. (LC: 


57-7167 ) 
Two for the Money 


Howard Swiggett's THE DURABLE FIRE (Houghton, Mifflin) has the added impetus of Book 
of the Month selection to project it into big sales brackets; THE GAME AND THE GROUND 


by Peter Vansittart (Abelard-Schuman), while not geared to popular taste, is an im- 
portant book which should not be sidetracked. See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fict1ion 


April 15 
Sourian, Peter Pantheon 
MIRI : $3.50 


A story of three young people and a first emotional experience is also shared in 
the telling by Miri, who has just come from Greece, Lexy- her cousin, and Josh Bigelow- 
Lexy's roommate at college. So that the narrative- in three parts- dovetails not only 
this period of about a year but also the at first casual, and then increasingly intense 
progression of their feelings for each other- and particularly of Miri's attraction to 
Lexy. For while Josh offers Miri a gentle devotion, it is Lexy who stirs stronger feel- 
ings- Lexy who is offhand, arrogant, volatile and who cultivates an aura of wickedness 
since he has run away from home, gambles, and boasts of other worldly indulgences. The 
sequence ends as they all return to college and Miri, knowing that Lexy will grow away 
from her, gives him up.... A first novel presumably, this has an unassuming sincerity 
and a differentiated setting in its Greek-American background. (While about young 
adults, this is not for them- and possibly not for conservative older readers. ) 
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April 16 


Vansittart, Peter Abelard-Schuman = 
THE GAME AND THE GROUND $3.00 


* The aftermath of terror has, perhaps, its most grotesque and tragic ramifica- 
tions in children. Wrenched from their families and cities, they wander aimlessly over 
the land, unguided and unloved. An experimental camp in a Middle European country that 
has witnessed state control, war and plunder has been set up by Dr. Eric and his brother 
who attempt to revitalize the warped and suffering children placed there by Society. The 
adults plan to instil spontaneity of thought and behavior, to refurbish the conditions of 
existence and to rehearse a life of freedom. The entrance of the third brother, Nicky, 
a glamorous hero-symbol, upsets the delicate equilibrium which had been established, by 
encouraging hero-worship, discipline, and power struggles - values which were responsible 
for the moral and political degeneration enforced upon, and entrusted to,the children. The 
presentation of incompatible value systems generates confusion and fear and necessitates a 
choice. Nicky's murder sparks a temporary rebellion which resolves itself into a general 
catharsis for all. The adults have chosen and the children have chosen. Perhaps there is 
some hope for the future, though futurity is yet a meaningless concept. The subject matter 
demands a stark and empirical transcription which Mr. Vansittart has brilliantly answered. 
He captures the primitive speech of the savage children whose origin is indeterminate and 
language unrecognizable. Individual references to a past splendour, to an unknown mountain, 
to horrors of the wars, to legends and superstitions of another day, collect and synthesize 
with the background of the camp and community. The abruptness of style, beautiful as a 
desert is beautiful, combines with an inherently compassionate subject and results in a 
startling novel with many levels of meaning and subtlety. (LC:57-5568) 


May 6 


Guido, Beatriz McGraw-Hill os 
THE HOUSE OF THE ANGEL $2.75 


A recall of her earlier life animates the phantoms of family, upbringing, re- 
ligion, and her younger torments for Ana, now bound to her father years later. Buenos 
Aires of the ‘20's; a father committed to a political party, and some philandering; a 
mother, unbending in her rectitude and position; sisters and a Nana who cruelly played on 
her interpretation of Bible teachings - and Ana's world of imagination and devotions was 
removed from reality, bounded by her puppets and her fear of mortal sin and death. The 
news that Pablo Aguirre was to fight a duel on the grounds of their home brought a new ro- 
mantic vision to her when she was 16 and created a situation which ended in her rape and 
the death of her soul.....A montage of social and period areas, this catches the prescribed 
life, the domination of the Church, the ignorance of any other type of living, the tempo of 
city and farm in mood, manner and foreign accent. (LC:57-7232) 


Nash, Arthur / Tr If McGraw-Hill 
. a Y, CN ad) Kas $3.75 


A gestured melodrama neither gains nor loses from its period eo ie the middle 
of the last century, though it is to this that one can more charitably attribute the ro- 
mantic excesses=- and restraints- of those involved. Tom Blake, attracted by Helen, the wife 
of a noted poet, gives up the Navy to follow the Templetons to London-e and write. Matthew 
Templeton becomes the victim of his addiction to laudanum and while Helen now knows that 
she loves Blake, she is not ready to leave Templeton at first. As her unhappiness increases, 
she assists Matthew to his suicide from an overdose, and Tom and Helen- taking other names- 
try to escape to America. They are followed by a vigilant police investigator, and after C2 
Helen makes her confession- a disaster at sea releases her from further prosecution... 
Perfervid. (LC:57-8625) 
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Vail, Amanda McGraw-Hill 
LOVE ME LITTLE $2.75 


Fifteen year old Emily (and her friend Amy) are spurred by Sue Fosburgh's re- 
ported Experience and determine that if she has done it they too'can and will. Emily's 
account of their advances on their yearning for sin is sprinkled with Rilke, with 
parent's lack of advancement, with humiliating rebuffs and some last minute wisdom. 
From a jealous spring at school, to a plotting interim in New York, they map their 
campaign for the summer at Blount Island, line up the boys available, put their names 
in a raffle - and set out to conquer. The odds - with the embryonic males turning out 
to be idealistic, undirected, willing but scared - are against them and, comparing 
notes, they decide against climbing in bed, to settle for being convinced rather than 
ravished. The pangs and cold blooded passions of enfants terribles have here a glint 
of sly and deadly insight, a wicked and funny reportage, and a distracting innocence 
under a would-be worldliness. Sex - very wide-eyed. (LC :57-9438) 


May 24 


Malm, Dorothea Appleton-Century-Crofts 
TO THE CASTLE $3.75 


A pleasantly demure neo-Gothic romance takes Isabel, 21, from London to the 
French Chateau de Ferroncalles- the home of a Duke presumed to be her father as the 
result of a very youthful (16) indiscretion. The Duke, Mathieu, is at first most un- 
approachable; the castle, for all its absurd grandeur, sombre; and the cupboards open 
on one skeleton after another as well as the mad Cousin Barnabe, who is locked up, and 
another cousin M. d'Ayz whose hatred of Mathieu is apparent. As the weeks pass, Isabel 
learns that she is not the Duke's daughter- but that of M. d'Ayz, whom she despises; 
other family tragedies are revealed- and there is further violence to speed her de- 
parture which will bring the Duke to her- not as a father but as a suitor.... For the 
ladies, a faint reminder of Rebecca which the alien atmosphere of the castle will 
assist. (LC:57-8470) 


May 29 
Linna, Vaino Putnam 
THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER $4 .00 


This should be looked’ upon as a documentary rather than a novel. The reader 
who expects any thread of plot development, no matter how slight, will be disappointed, 
for most of the characters die before the last page, in the tradition of Greek tragedy. 
Viewed as a war documentary, the setting the Finnish-Russian border where the Finns 
are fighting the Juggernaut of their historic Winter War (the fact that perforce they 
are Germany's allies has small bearing on the main issue), this makes a distinctive 
contribution to the overall war picture. The protagonists are an infantry battalion, 

a young age group, bewildered, resentful, bored, with almost no traditions of heroism 
or patriotism. Here and there, one or another emerges above the dead level of medio- 
crity- or worse. In the main they are an unsavory lot, viewing their enforced military 
service as a period of griping, cadging for food, drinking when rare opportunity offers, 
shirking duties and responsibilities when they can get away with it, insulting each 
other and- again when they can get away with it- their non-coms and their junior of- 
ficers. The enemy is the Russkie- not what he stands for. There is nothing elevating 
or inspiring about them. They are the "unknown soldiers" - facing the horrors of an 
old fashioned, close combat, trench warfare sort of war, and accepting retreat and 
defeat as an inevitable, and perhaps salutary, aspect of it. The comparison that will 
be made is Plevier's Stalingrad. For this reader this book has none of the major pro- 
portions that gave that stature...A best seller in Finland, where everyone sees it as 
born out of their own frustrations, the best one can look for here is the role of 
another war documentary on a new front. (LC:56-10235) 
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June 4 


Cole, Burt Macmillan = 
SUBI: THE VOLCANO $3.50 


A projection of a city under occupation in the Pacific- two days after D-day- 
has a grim likelihood and does not spare the reader any of the physical or emotional 
horror of a world which survives another war. The city, near the volcano, Subi, is no 
more than a cinder patch and hunger feeds the hatred of its two million civilians. Fletcher, 
a Major attached to Intelligence, records the uneasy occupation with a noncommittal de- 
tachment, but he is not impervious to the fear of the enemy agents who are said to swarm 
through the underground catacombs. Two others figure in the narrative; Judson, a private, 
said to be psycho because he is a non-conformist who has stolen goods from the commissary 
for the civilians and bought a young Oriental girl out of a whorehouse; and Packard, a war 
casualty with only half a face. Plague, and then a hurricane, heightens the unrest of 
incendiary incidents and riots- Judson escapes to be killed and Packard will soon die, as 
Fletcher stays on to face the inevitable reprisals of a by no means conquered country.... 
Forceful. (LC:57-9365) 


June 7 


Aldanov, Mark Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
NIGHTMARE AND DAWN | $4.50 


Another panel in the international picture this plays a light across espionage 
and double agents based in the two sections of Berlin, moving to Paris and to Venice. 
Schell, famous for his exploits and mystery, is hired by Col. No. 1, American, to get 
Soviet scientist Maikov out of Russia, is hired also by Col. No. 2, of the Soviet, to 
get information from the Americans. Schell discards a mistress to Col. No. 2 and later to & 
a wealthy visionary from the Philippines; he marries timid Natasha while he vacations on 
Capri and when he decides to face the irony of giving up his career as a spy. Col. No. l 
has assigned his nephew to pass on misinformation to Schell's Edda, in her first job for 
the Soviet; he also calls off Schell because of Maikov's death while Schell, intent on re- 
generation, finds his hideout in Switzerland where Natasha must stay for her health. His 
retreat is an answer to "espionage is now the symbol of the evil in the world..crystallizes 
this whole god damned cold war" and his life, likened to a tarantella, is reviewed in de- 
liriums of historical interpolations from Tiberius to Louis XV to Stalin... A special taste, 
trained by earlier Aldanov, for this. Translated by Joel Carmichael. (LC:57-7565) 





Lynde, H. H. Random House 
THE ADVERSARY $3.95 


A day- which will see the end of the world- brings its unnatural apprehension 
to the natives of a small California town where a stranger, bland little Mr. Bixby, has 
helped to spread the prophetic threat. Wjth the exception of two elderly servants, 
widowed Norma Collins' household has remained impervious to the rumor and Norma's calm 
disbelief is shared by her daughter, Joyce; her beau, Jim; her friends the Norbecks- Roger 
who has a serious heart condition, Miriam his wife; and Don Landis, who is using Joyce to 
have a small affair with Miriam. As the day draws .to a close, it is the end of the world 
only for Roger Norbeck when his wife's infidelity causes a last heart attack, and the abs- 
traction of the adversary proves to be not death- but any personal demon, fear or pride or 
greed.... The author develops her small philosophical point at greater leisure than it 
deserves- so that it seems like a pretty long day for everybody concerned. (LC:57-8850) a 
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June 10 


Crossen, Kendell Foster Dutton 
THE TORTURED PATH $2.95 


Major Kim Locke, U.S. Army Central Intelligence, is assigned to retrieve 
a Colonel Malcolm from China where he has reputedly been brain-washed and broken. 
After a three months' ordeal of physical and mental torture, Locke simulates his sub- 
mission and capitulation, is taken to a special headquarters for convert-traitors 
where Malcolm is confined, and arranges his escape. Warned, and helped, by a Chinese 
Nationalist girl, they make their getaway and Locke completes an impossible mission- 
but is unable to bring the Colonel back alive.... Unrefined action for a masculine 
audience, and brusque to brutal all the way. (LC:57-8518) 


June ll 


Pawel, Ernst | Macmillan 
FROM THE DARK TOWER $3.50 
".ee+.to be human, to be ourselves is, in this day and age an act of revo- 
lutionary implication".... this is what Abe Rogoff finds when he is triggered into 
stepping out of line after the suicide of a friend who is an officer of the insurance 
company in which both work. This slogan-filled episode of the "underground men" 
(equated at conformity levels), whose choice is to compromise, who live "for security 
which isn't any living at all" decries the "reign of the clerk". Played against the 
run-through of the totems of the insurance company, in which the good of the most puts 
the most money in upper echelon pockets, is the Rogoffs' life in a liberal Long Island 
development. There Abe's private myth is shadowed by his job and his belief-dictated 
actions in the community encircle his associations with Tower Mutual, to the end, in 
facing the challenges of split level living, that he and his family must migrate to 
the west and a broader type of life. Conflict within is echoed in conflict on the out- 
side through various areas and becomes a novel on a theme and symbols rather than a 
story in really intimate and dramatic terms. (LC:57-8103) 


June 12 


Swiggett, Howard Houghton, Mifflin 
THE DURABLE FIRE $3.50 


Report repeated from the January lst issue, as follows: "Again that high 
executive echelon of The Power and the Prize for a story of big business and the very 
corporate enterprise of Stephen Lowry, recently hired by Continental Industries as a 
‘foreign specialist', although his qualifications- notably his Estonian wife Rosalie- 
are unconventional. Disturbed by the beravior of his oldest friend, Jim Peale, 
Stephen is also the first to discover a transfer of some $50,000, the scandal to which 
it leads and the resignation of C.I.C. president Rutledge. A new president, whose 
unpleasant vigilance disrupts the entire firm, uses every kind of pressure- which 
Lowry resists, retaining his own standards of individuality and integrity. But it is 
the 'durable fire' of his love for Rosalie (and her search for her missing family) 
which steadies him and sustains him in his career at C.I.C.- made more bearable by 
Rutledge's return to the presidency.... Not as tight a story as the earlier books, 
but big business is once again pressurized and glamorized for the soundest dollar re- 
turn- reprints, ultimately the home or Hollywood screen, more immediately rentals." 
Not to mention the fact that it now has been tagged by the Book of the Month Club for 
the July selection. (LC:56-11576) 
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June 13 


Dutton 


Woodman, George 
NIGHT OF THE FLOOD $3.50 4 





A high wind and a spring tide bring an invasion of the land by the sea to an 
English coastal town and affect the lives of an assorted group of people. The first 
part, focusing on the force of the high water, is more persuasive than the aftermath in 
which individual destinies are resolved. For Stephen it brings freedom from the bank and 
a new love in Louise whom he had saved from suicide; Louise' desire for life is resur- 
rected and, after an interlude of separation, they are reunited. There is a bank robbery 
which the flood obstructs but which brings an unexpected windfall to a scheming, insolvent 
woman; a man who has planned to run away from his wife - and the firm which he has ruined - 
is forced to return. The sea as an enemy and a friend and as a catalyst is a good theme 


but it makes pulp of cardboard. (LC:57-8519) 
June 47 \0 


Baldwin, Faith Rinehart 
THREE FACES OF LOVE $3.50 


Something in between Faith Baldwin's early romances and later personal reflec- 
tions, this traces the maturing of the marriage of Hope and Adam, through their own ex- 
periences- and those they share with their friends. Childless, after a first pregnancy 
ends dangerously for Hope, they are unprepared for the possibility of parenthood which 
surprises them ten years later. Hope at first rejects the idea, and Adam is afraid. 

Along with the birth of Emmy, they also share grief- as Dr. Emile, an older friend and 
adviser, dies, and a contemporary- Marty- has a hopeless cancer. Finally and again to- 

gether they discover the third face of love- "spiritual love" after Adam is faced with a & 
possible heart condition.... A sentimental form of marital metaphysics- for her well- 


established claque. (LC:57-8394 ) 


SHERLOCKING, GUN COCKING, SKYROCKETING 
May 16 


Hood, Margaret Page Coward -McCann 
IN THE DARK NIGHT $2.95 


Another Maine case for Gil Donan, Deputy Sheriff of Fox Island, in Penobscot 
Bay, offers the killings of a young wife and her brother-in-law and plenty of cause for 
them. The dead woman's husband and the girl who was his brother's childhood sweetheart, 
the attentive lighthouse keeper, even the old uncle are among those Gil has to sort out, | 
along with more than one wandering gun. Atmospheric. (LC:57-7016) 


May 22 


Halleran, E. E. Ballantine 
THE HOSTILE HILLS $2.75; $.35 paper 


Way out in Wyoming with the Army and the Indians (Sioux) is Scott Craig, a former 
Agency man, hired as a scout. A mining party, breaking all the rules, proves an invitation 
to trouble; Major Graham, ready with a rebuke for Craig, has no real knowledge of Indian 





ways and warfare; and his pretty daughter Katherine is a liability until, after an Indian 4 
attack, she is toughened up for her future with Craig. Formula foray. (LC:57-9140) 
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June 6 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
THE BUSHMAN WHO CAME BACK $2.95 


* Our old friend, Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte, back again, with a murder 
plus kidnapping case on an Australian homestead that taps all his facilities to the 
limit. Most vital of all, in the ultimate solving of the case, Bony must use those 
native faculties that he owes to his mixed heritage, for Canute, ancient tribal 
leader of the aborigines, holds the secret clue. Once more this is superior fare 
for those who like meticulous deductive reasoning, along with adventure and authentic 
atmosphere. (LC:57-7913) 


Alexander, David Random House 
HUSH-A-BYE MURDER $2.95 


Broadway Bart Hardin again has his headaches over the two corpses he finds, 
a smear sheet which is threatening not only his boss but an actress ready for a come- 
back and the friendship and trust of Lt. Romano of Homicide. Shielding the actress, 
taping- the viciousness of the dead columnist's scandal, outplaying the police investi- 
gation, Hardin cleans up the muckraking- and the case. Busy, busy. (LC:57-5391) 


June 13 


Apell, George Ballantine 
SHADOW ON THE BORDER $2.75 ($.35 paper ) 


Ross Ringler, 44, begins his downgrade when he is suspected of being part 
of a stagecoach robbery and distrust and rejection follow him when he cannot reveal 
his secret mission in Mexico for the Army during the Spanish-American war. Embit- 
tered he hires out to the Cattlemen's Protective to drive out homesteaders, is caught 
and tried for a triple murder of which he is innocent and, helped in a jail break, 
gets a chance to turn in the real killer and thereby earn his freedom. Rough and 
realistic. (LC:57-7711) 


June 7? 


Clement, Hal Ballantine 
CYCLE OF FIRE $2.75 ($.35 paper) 


At the verge of death, Dar Lang Ahn, a four-foot creature. of 800 years 
stays from his home and encounters Nils Kruger, a boy from Earth. Surmounting the 
language barrier and escaping from the active volcanic regions are difficult propo- 
sitions; but each creature attempts to learn and to cooperate. Eventually Dar Lang 
Ahn learns not only language but a smattering of all the sciences and returns to 
his people to disseminate knowledge and the application of the scientific method. 
The return is mandatory because it is his turn to relinquish life that his genes may 
regenerate other living things. An imaginative and stimulating exercise which pre- 
supposes an intelligent reader. (LC:57-9139) 


REPRINTS FOR MAY 


BANTAM BOOKS 


(Each $.25) 

Alexander, David - SHOOT A SITTING DUCK (Each 3.35) 

Gault, W. D. - SQUARE IN THE MIDDLE Ballard, W. T. =- THE PACKAGE 
Weisinger, M. - 1,001 VALUABLE THINGS YOU CAN GET FREE #2 DEAL 


Wesley, Elizabeth - NORA MEADE, M. D. Laird, C. - WEST OF THE RIVER 
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Bowen, Catherine D. - YANKEE FROM OLYMPUS Heinrich, Willi - THE CROSS OF IRON ty 
Maughan, A. M. - HARRY OF MONMOUTH 


DELL PUBLISHING (* Great Mystery Library) 


(Each $.25) (Each $.25 - First Editions) 

Bagby, George - DEAD STORAGE Cushman, Dan - TALL WYOMING 

Overholser, Wayne D.- STEEL TO THE SOUTH Finney, Jack - THE HOUSE OF NUMBERS 
Each $.35 Savage, John - A SHADY PLACE TO DIE 
Chevalier, Gabriel - THE WICKED VILLAGE Wayne, Joseph - SHOWDOWN AT STONY CREST 


*Latimer, Jonathan - HEADED FOR A HEARSE 


The Laurel Editions (Each $.50):- Isherwood, Christopher-f¢d, GREAT ENGLISH SHORT STORIES 
Shaw, G. B. - FOUR PLAYS 


THE NEW AMERICA’ LIBRARY (* NAL Original) 
Mentor:- Berlin, Isiah - THE HEDGEHOG AND THE FOX ($.35) 


* Cottrell, Leonard - THE ANVIL OF CIVILIZATION ($.50) 
* NEW WORLD WRITING # 11 ($.50) 


Signet 
(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 
Anet, Claude - LOVE IN THE AFTERNOON *Blochman, Lawrence G.- HERE'S HOW (Signet Key) 
Colette - THE RIPENING SEED Engstrand, Stuart - MORE DEATHS THAN ONE 
Colt, Clem - QUICK-TRIGGER COUNTRY *Foote, S.- £d.-THE NIGHT BEFORE CHANCELLORSVILLE 
($.50) - La Mure, Pierre - BEYOND DESIRE a 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 
Curtiss, Ursula - WIDOW'S WEB Fisher, Clay - THE BLUE MUSTANG 
Field, Peter - MAVERICK'S RETURN Gardner, E.S. - THE CASE OF THE TURNING TIDE 


Newton, Douglas - DOUBLE ENTENDRE 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) + Mason, F. Van Wyck - THE SILVER LEOPARD 
Turnbull, Agnes Sligh - THE GOLDEN JOURNEY 


Permabooks (Each $.25) 


O'Malley, Bill - FEELING NO PAIN Randall, Clay - BOOMER 
Palmer, Stuart - MURDER MASK ($.35) - Gerson, Noel B. - THE HIGHWAYMAN 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Brett, Martin - FLEE FROM TERROR Ford, Lewis - MAVERICK EMPIRE 
Davis, Harry - MY BROTHER'S WIFE Sanders, Jacquin - THE GIRLS FROM GOLDFIELD 
Shirreffs, Gordon D. - FORT VENGEANCE 


Eagle Books 


Shaw, Charles - HEAVEN KNOWS, MR. ALLISON Thompson, Thomas - RAWHIDE RIDER 
Giants (Each $.35) * 
Gerson, Noel B. - SAVAGE CAVALIER Hardy, W. G. = ALL THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED 


O'Brien, John A. - HAPPY MARRIAGE 
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A SURE SUCCESS ON HIS NAME AND IN ITS FIELD 


June a 1D 
Michener, James A. & Day, A. Grove . Random House 


RASCALS IN PARADISE $4.75 


* Report repeated from the December 15th issue, as follows: "Ten adventurers 
whose stage was the Pacific, and who played their parts over four hundred years (1595 
to 1953) have been chosen by the authors as examples of men (and one woman) whose choice 
for a way of escape lay in the Pacific. Sometimes greed was behind their choice; some- 
times a lust for power; sometimes the lure of the unknown, of adventure, of remoteness. 
There are pirates and buccaneers among them, explorers, a writer, an artist, a poli- 
tician, a whaleman obsessed with the idea of mutiny. They range from off the China 
coast to Peru, through the islands better known to us since the war than ever before 
(the Hawaiian Islands, the Marquesas, Samoa, Tahiti, the Solomons, Formosa, etc.). 
Most of the names are unknown to the average American reader- only Captain Bligh is 
a familiar figure and he is drawn in quite different colors. Here is a book for very 
special tastes, but- combining as it does, research and scholarship (A. Grove Day was 
a professor at the University of Hawaii) with a gift for spinning a yarn and depicting 
character (Michener, journalist and novelist, needs no introduction) those tastes 
will have a far reach. (LC: 57-5364) 


Interest Looking Up- A Generous Assortment 


Some good popular biographies,- Charles Samuel's life of Tex Rickard, THE MAGNIFICENT 
RUBE (McGraw-Hill); autobiographical fragments, MEMORIES OF A CATHOLIC GIRLHOOD by 
Mary McCarthy (Harcourt, Brace); an important biography- MIGHTY STONEWALL by Frank 

E. Vandivert (McGraw-Hill). Then there's a delightful bit of fun, DOUGH, RAY AND ME 
by Pat Kilmer. (Morrow-Sloane). And a provocative historical record, THE SS: ALIBI OF 
A NATION by Gerald Reitlinger (Viking). Varied fare. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 


April 22 


Green, Peter | Abelard-Schuman 
. $4.00 
THE EXPANDING EYE: 4 First Journey to the Mediterranean 


Crossing Italy's ancient soil, southerly, ever southerly, the eye begins to 
expand not only as an emotional response to the beauties of geography but as an intel- 
lectual response to the vast temporal superimposures which are abundant in that land 
of art and history - half-destroyed columns silhouetted against contemporary buildings; 
a small urchin disrespectfully urinating against an historic edifice. From Florence 
to Naples to Capri to Sicily, the author is infatuated with Italy's persistent charm 
and excitement. The book is liberally spiced with quotations from T. S. Eliot and 
references to history. Amusing conversations with the natives are recorded with just 
a bit too much highbrow distance for our taste. (LC: 57-5567) 


April 29 


Gourmet Magazine- Eds. of : Simon & Schuster 
GOURMET'S GUIDE TO GOOD EATING Paper; $1.50 


To those who know Gourmet, "the magazine of good eating", news of a directory 
of restaurants the country over was hailed enthusiastically. Selection of "favorite" 
restaurants is inevitably a highly personal thing, but the cooperation of subscribers 
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to Gourmet would seem to be as sound a basis of selection as could be asked. And the 
result is a disappointment. In the first place, 2828 restaurants are too many. Even 
allowing for regional preferences and individual tastes, it seems unlikely that the high 
standards set by Gourmet could be met by so many. So- taking the areas known to the oa 
members of the staff here, we cross checked, and agreed that there were many inclusions 

that didn't measure up; and a few exclusions that we felt did; and a few inaccuracies 
accounted for, perhaps, by the time involved in collecting the material and the mortal- 

ity of eating places... Viewed as a directory of good- but not necessarily best- restau- 

rants, this will serve a useful purpose for travelers by car, who carry it with ease, 

and consult it as they go. It will be a good reference volume on library shelves. But 

it won't be that absolutely essential travelling companion to tuck into a pocket. 


(LC: 57-7941) 





April 30 


Campion, Daniel J. & Prentice-Hall 
Stearns, Myron M. CROOKS ARE HUMAN TOO $3.95 


Daniel J. Campion, in the employ of the Pickpocket Squed for the New York 
Police Department for many years, relates his experiences from the stage of novice 
rookie cop to top-notch detective. The skillful detective is a person whose most val- 
uable instrument is his brain rather than his brawn. He must be able to size up a 
situation and detect events which are not congruous with the whole event. If a crowd 
at the zoo is watching the seals and one man is watching the crowd, this incongruity 
should alert the detective. After the crook is apprehended, the detective must recog- 
nize that crooks are human too and appeal to his reason and emotion if he wishes to 
extort additional information about buddies and previous crimes. Treating the crook 
decently often has advantageous consequences. The cop, on the other hand, if he wishes 
to maintain his integrity, must not be subject to the many bribes and pressures gener- 7 
ated by political influence. The book is written in a very personal and colloquial style 
which may appeal to lay readers of law and crime. (LC: 57-8558) 





May 1 


Ewen, David Prentice-Hall 
PANORAMA OF AMERICAN POPULAR MUSIC $4.95 


As a clear and widely ranging survey of all kinds of American popular music 
from ballads to jazz, this should have its appeal for the increasing number of people 
who seriously follow popular music- especially jazz- and hence provide a definite mar- 
ket stability. Mr. Ewen is the author of several books in the field among the latest 
of which is the Gershwin biography 4A Journey to Greatness. Though he does not write 
brilliantly, his style has a steadiness and his material the authority of a devoted 
student who moves with ease and affection through the various forms of our music and 
their evolution. Speaking of jazz, he begins with the sociology of Storyville, the 
roots of ragtime and blues music in Negro spirituals and dances, and the special oppor- 
tunity created for its playing on the streets and in the call houses and cabarets of 
New Orleans’ famous red light district. When jazz outgrew its cradle the style ven- 
tured North at first hesitantly and then with greater daring as W. C. Handy composed 
The St. Louis Blues and as the spontaneous improvisations of Storyville players became 
the polished products of Louis Armstrong, Dizzie Gillespie, Bix Beiderbecke and a host 
of moderns, and the basis for our concert composers, Grofe and Gershwin. The contri- 
butions of folk ballads, the economics of Tin Pan Alley and the outgrowths of Swing 
and Be-Bop are treated with the same discernment. The picture painted is both color- 
ful and complete. (LC: 57-6173) @ 
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May 6 


Vandiver, Frank E. McGraw-Hill 
MIGHTY STONEWALL $6.00 


A definitive biography of the great military genius, this will stand out as 
a brilliant study of strategy and tactics in those campaigns in which the Army of the 
Shenandoah bore the brunt. Burke Davis' They Called Him Stonewall (Rinehart- 1954) 
remains as a more human portrait; the biography takes his readers into the very emo- 
tions and thinking of the man. But his is a portrait rather than a segment of military 
history. Vandiver, a Texan, has done an exacting job of scholarship; at each step of 
Jackson's rugged career one follows the meticulous record, through the difficult pro- 
cess of an education, compassed with determination; through the growing interest in 
theology, the dependence on religion as fundamental to life; through the period of 
teaching, a first marriage and the loss of wife and infant, difficulties in sustain- 
ing health, military duty at Fort Hamilton, on the Indian frontier in Florida, then 
back again to teaching at VMI. The Mexican War proved his first actual combat test- 
ing and Chapultepec found him in heroic combat. Jackson was a firm believer in States’ 
Rights and there was no hesitation as to where his loyalty belonged when Secession 
came. The VMI Cadet Corps was delivered to Richmond and Jackson transferred to active 
duty, a Colonel of the line, first at Harper's Ferry, then with the Army of the Shen- 
andoah. The nickname by which he became known and loved was first won at Bull Run; 
and from then on his was a meteoric, though often erratic, rise to his assignment as 
Corps Commander with the Army he loved and the men who worshipped him. From Bull Run 
on, this chronicles every facet of the campaigns he helped to plan, the victories often 
hardly won and at great cost, the setbacks and defeats. An eccentric, it might have 
been easy to overstress his peculiarities; but it was his greatness that came through, 
and in Lee he had a superior officer who overlooked the peccadillos, the difficulties 
in personnel relationship, the occasional errors in judgment, the problems of opera- 
ting under superior command - and who chose instead to recognize his great gifts and 
to use them where they served the purpose of the Confederacy. His death after being 
wounded at Chancellorsville closes the story. Not always easy reading, this will 
appeal primarily to that large market of avid armchair strategists who demand exact 
reportage of battles and campaigns and the men who fought them. (LC: 57-7247 ) 


May 13 
Levenson, J. C. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE MIND AND ART OF HENRY ADAMS $6.00 


A concentrated study of the intellectual life of Henry Adams seems- in the 
light of the Education- pure impudence, but it may prove to be one of the perennial 
revitalizing tasks of American scholarship. The man surely lends himself to con- 
stantly new interpretation, and his dryly comic, regretful, bemused, doubting, shyly 
observant mind- like no other force within the national genius- beckons and challenges. 
Levenson's own predilection is for the analysis of Adams in relation to his writings- 
his poetry, fiction, historical works, anthropological attempts, correspondence, and 
of course the Hducation itself. This textual method, if demanding, pays off. One 
discovers in Adams new sequences of logic and personality, unsuspected talents of 
perception (as an amateur artist, for exemple) and social criticism. He becomes a 
bolder, prouder figure as the image of the overdutiful son and fumbling professor 
recedes. (LC: 57-6946) 


Samuels, Charles McGraw-Hill 
THE MAGNIFICENT RUBE $4.50 
This biography of George Lewis (Tex) Rickard borrows excitement from his life, 
for it is filled with dime novel elements, and gives credit to the man who took prize 
fighting out of the gutter through his own square dealing. A chore boy at ten, a trail 
rider at eleven, a cowboy in his teens, Tex was married and marshal of his Texas town 
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in his early twenties; his wife and baby's death and the opening of the Alaskan gold mines 
sent him north where professional gambling took the place of gold hunting. Parlaying his 

luck, he made a South African jump after non-existent diamonds and through chance, in 4 
Goldfield, the staging of the Nelson-Garis-fight brought him into the cut-throat world of 
promotion. Almost a hayseed, he made his way through the tricks of the sporting fratern- 

ity with dignity and reserve, winning many friends and a few enemies. The great fights 

he produced, his relations with associates, partners - and the fighters, the building of 

the new Madison Square Garden, the fine angles of state boxing laws, of contracts and 
financial arrangements - are a fast moving background to his sensational success. It's 

a solid tribute to a great sporting man and a crackling picture of the world he made his 

own. A man's market here. Illustrated. (LC: 57-8627) 


May 18 


Curley, James Michael Prentice-Hall 
I'D DO IT AGAIN $4.95 


A strange and revealing self portrait, this autobiography of James M. Curley. 
Four times he was elected as Mayor of Boston, six times defeated for the same office; 
once he was elected Governor of Massachusetts, twice defeated; almost every type of 
public office that he wanted was his at one time or another:- Common Council, Alderman, 
City Council, State Legislature, U.S. House of Representatives - and, to date, National 
Committeeman - quite a record for a half century. His achievements too make an impres- 
sive record. But, as one reads, the man himself emerges:- ambitious, magnetic, able, 
but wholly uninhibited, it would seem, when it comes to ways and means of achieving his 
goals. That those goals were frequently admirable and that the people were in the back 
of his mind constantly does not alter the end impression of Curley as a dangerous dem- 
agogue, bitter in his resentment of the Boston Brahmins, ruthless in using tools at hand 
to pillory his enemies, and ready to attribute failure and set-back and defeat again and 
again to the power of the pocketbook and the vested interests. There was a good deal of S 
the Louisiana Kingfish about him, though he had less drive for power for its own sake 
than did Huey Long. The opening chapters, while he was still feeling his way through 
the maze of the political jungle, give one glimpses of just such another politician as 
the lovable rascal, Skeffington, of The Last Hurrah(said to be based on Curley). Those 
characteristics fade and yield to bombastic self-assurance and overweening conceit in 
the last half of the book. Only people interested in politics as a phase of American 
life- and those in his own area who are curious about what sort of portrait he will draw 
are apt to find the book of particular interest. (LC: 57-6171) 








May 15 


Rosenteur, Phyllis Funk & Wagnalls 
MORPHEUS AND ME: The Complete Book of Sleep $3.95 


An “offbeat authority" on some of the "non-academic aspects of sleep” turns 
up some disturbing statistics (80 million Americans have trouble), tosses out some pam- 
~pered fancies (the eight hour night), and explores many of the phenomena and parapher- 
niala of sleeping, or staying awake. From the scientific knowns to the popular notions, 
from beds to bedding to the influences of temperatures, color schemes, scents, from 
snoring to sleepwalking, from mechanical gadgets to pills (a dangerous habit), from 
dreams to hypnosis to hypersomnia, this finally makes a few suggestions of what to do- 
or not to do- when wakeful.... An energetic survey of a virtually untouched subject, 
there is a great deal of entertaining material if the approach is sometimes exhaustingly 
colloquial. The high- today even higher- incidence of insomnia suggests a most alert 
audience. (LC: 57-650) Pac 


Perkins, Dexter ie 





\ Univ. of Chicago 
THE NEW AGE OF FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT $3.50 


It seems soon to attempt an appraisal of the Roosevelt years as a historical 
unit for so many of the issues are still live issues today. But Dexter Perkins has suc- 
ceeded in approaching his subject with admirable restraint, clear perception, extraordin- 
ary objectivity. What emerges is a profile of an era, the vital changes that cut at the 
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root of American traditions, the new thought processes that have not become part of 
the new tradition, the shift of focus to a sense of responsibility at every level, 
social, economic, political, diplomatic, and the change of conception of the role of 
government in American life. Throughout the emphasis is on Roosevelt's part in 
shaping these changes; on the facets of his character that contributed here, pro- 
vided a measure of failure there, made for the divergence of emotions regarding him 
in the excesses of devotion and detestation. The major achievements of his years in 
office come clear, and it is interesting how time telescopes impressions and how 
important it is to sit back and clarify our thinking, our conceptions, our memories. 
This book provides a sounding board for just this process. It is an excellent guide 
for young adults who grew up in the Roosevelt years, with no memory of the years 
before, and it is a good memory prop for their elders. 


May 16 


McCarthy, Mary Harcourt, Brace 
MEMORIES OF A CATHOLIC GIRLHOOD $3.95 


* A perhaps misleadingly restrictive title for a folio of some eight auto- 
biographical pieces dealing with Mary McCarthy's past when as the eldest of “poor 
Roy's children"- her parents died during the influenza epidemic of 1918- she shuttled 
between two sets of grandparents and three religions- Catholic, Protestant and Jewish. 
Under the monitory supervision of the Catholic McCarthys in Minneapolis, the four 
young ones were turned over to a blood relative, Aunt Margaret- a "well-aged quince 
of 45" whose regimen of prunes and parsnips, no toys or books was supplemented by the 
capricious brutality of her husband Myers. Removed by "the Protestants", her grand- 
father Preston and his Jewish wife, to Seattle, there followed a period of quieter 
discipline in a Catholic convent where she lost her faith; the transfer to an Epis- 
copalian boarding school and infractions of another nature; a summer in Montana and 
her introduction to whisky under the tutelage of a married druggist; and the pieces 
conclude with an unforgettable portrait of her grandmother Augusta Morgenstern and 
the elaborate ritual of her days.... Time has not dulled the sharpness of the image 
and incident here, and the portraiture has an exceptional definition to which the 
polished prose- there is never a flubbed phrase- is certainly contributory. There 
is also a warmth, and an often gamine charm, absent from her fiction, which may 
attract others beyond her anticipated audience (although Catholic readers have 
already been aroused on the initial publication of these pieces). 


May 17 
Davis, Dr. John H. & Simon & Schuster 
Hinshaw, Kenneth Cloth; $3.50 
FARMER IN A BUSINESS SUIT Paper; $1.50 


In contrast to Edward Higbee's study The American Oasis (see p. 165, 1957) 
this is a cumulative definition of the sharp new trends in the business of farming, 
agribusiness as the authors call it, identified by the merging of lands and running 
of farms as corporations and by the related trades of food processing and machinery 
manufacture which have become quite as big as farming itself. The approach is a per- 
sonal one, done almost completely through one family, the Yeomans, Americans since 
1633. From the day of John Yeoman, a completely self sufficient Massachusetts resi- 
dent, to mid-twentieth century when Carl, in Oregon, has made his farm into a profit- 
able concern for several shareholders, we are given a cross section of the transitions 
from an earthbound economy to one in which business and agriculture have become too 
closely related to tell them apart. Specific examples- of farm financing, growing 
legal measures, social changes, scientific discoveries such as Burbank's and new sales 
methods such as Pillsbury's- show 19th century agronomy in contrast to 20th in recog- 
nizable terms. The final move to agribusiness after the Depression can be typified 
by the trend of people on marginal farms to leave their unfruitful lands for work with 
farm machinery or large cooperatives. A forthright book with a punchy narrative de- 
signed to be read by agribusinessmen and- as a limited study- a good supplement to 
the extensive and more definitive Higbee volume. (LC: 57-7308) 
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May 20 


Friedman, Phillip . Crown 
THEIR BROTHERS' KEEPER $3.00 


Hitler's plan to “purify” the Aryan countries by exterminating the Jews was not 
without opposition by Aryans and Christians themselves. Scores of men and women of the 
cloth, business people and countryside peasants risked their lives to help Jews escape 
from the carnage that was Europe. In garbage cans, graves, office attics and bird houses 
they were hidden from the guns and charnel houses of the Gestapo. Christians organized 
underground railways to Palestine, surreptitiously brought food into the ghettos of 
Warsaw and Vilna, and died along with their Jewish friends in the furnaces of Dachau and 
Auschwitz. Country by country, Mr. Friedman enumerates partisans of the Jewish cause. 
Anna Simaite and a Mother Superior in Vilna, Janina Bochole-Bukolska in Warsaw, Mother 
Maria of Paris, the Jewish Defense Committee in Holland and the questionable aid of 
| Himmler's private physician, Kersten - these are but a few of the Christians who re- 
sisted each in his own capacity, the destruction and degradation of some 8,000,000 Jews. 


(LC: 57-8773) 


Boykin, Edward Funk & Wagnalls 
GHOST SHIP OF THE CONFEDERACY $h..95 


Raphael Semmes, commander during the Civil War of the raider cruiser Alabama, 
scored 68 merchantmen and one gunboat before lowering his colors in the famous encounter 
with the Kearsage. Victory follows victory so closely and the pattern is so similar that 
the book tends to merge into a composite impression. This consists of Semmes sailing in- 
to whaling waters, hauling up a foreign flag to deceive his oncoming victim, sending out 
a boarding party, taking the ship's papers and the navigation instruments from his de- 
feated opponent, capturing the enemy crew- taking them on but treating them well, and 
in the morning light- so as not to frighten off further prey- setting fire to the enemy 
ship, using furniture for kindling and spreading butter from the victim's stores on the 
pyre.... The narrative as a whole is mechanical and wearing. (LC: 57-6503) 


Mey 22 Ard ") 


Kilmer, Pat Morrow-Sdoane 
DOUGH, RAY AND ME $3295 


* There's a developing sense of values, of character and of human relationships 
in this account of a family that followed a slightly crazy impulse and wound up rooting 
for a small New Mexican village. A sinus cure in Arizona led Ray Kilmer to become a 
baker's helper and he returned to Pat and the children in Detroit anxious to leave his 
job as tool engineer and set up his own bake shop in the West. En route they pick up 
equipment and find themselves agreeing to start their enterprise in Cabeza, N. M., due 
to their car's collapse. After they make arrangements to stay they learn there are no 
utilities (frantic attempts to change their order to a woodburning stove); they have 
no money to furnish their shop-home (a furniture shower takes care of that); and, in 
business, they work out an interlocking cash-trade-barter system. But in spite of all 
the good things, a return to Detroit is indicated and they work many new angles to 
build up their getaway fund - which at the very last minute turns into a stay-here poke. 
And then they really work at retrieving the failure (of their own making) for the suc- 
cess they know can be theirs. Lots of "big heart" incidents, enveloping helpfulness, 
friendliness and hospitality; the deepening and widening of their own appreciation of 
the place and the people, as their boners are overlooked and their efforts are en- 
couraged;- this is a pleasant reflection of decency, small community cooperation and 
integrity of intangibles outweighing tangibles. Nice, nice, nice. Tllus.- Nonny 
Hogrogian. (LC: 57-8593) 
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Mey 23 


de Riencourt, Amaury Coward-McCann 
THE COMING CAESARS $6.00 


The prospect Riencourt conjures up is a bleak one- with America paralleling 
in all essentials the fate that overcame the republicanism of Rome. The need for cen- 
tralized authority, for Caesarism, is a result both of the vast world power of this 
country (a power democratic institutions can no longer effectively wield) and of the 
increasing de-individualization of the masses. Under the banner of egalitarianism, 
mankind agglomerates, and losing its sense of initiative, of struggle and ambition, 
develops a supine reliance upon a Roosevelt or Eisenhower. These leaders become pro- 
gressively stronger masters, and all the while the masses weaken, disintegrate, and 
at last go down the drain of history. Such is the awful process- a process already 
well indicated by Spengler and Ortega y Gasset- but which is here fortified with new 
historical findings, particularly parallels between America and Rome. .Riencourt, 
author of Roof of the World, sometimes seems like more of an undertaker. than a pro- 
phet, despite the slender hope he offers that it is still possible to. reverse or 
modify the process... (LC: comeneis 


Kagin, Edwin _ Doubleday 
JAMES WALLACE OF MACALESTER $3.50 


Macalester is Minnesota's Presbyterian college founded in 1885 and for many 
years under the presidency of James Wallace, a Scot and a Greek scholar who came there 
as a professor in 1887 from his home in Ohio. Undoubtedly he was a man of parts: a 
long battle against bankruptcy was only one of his struggles when he took his position 
at the helm of the young college. But unfortunately Mr. Kagin has relied more on the 
repetition of cliches than any biographical acumen to impress his readers with the 
virtue, stamina and intelligence of his central figure. Too often we are reminded of 
how gloriously and with what courage he abandoned the comforts of economie..security to 
pioneer against the apathy and the acts of God that nearly saw Macalester.College out 
of existence at the end of the last century... Only reflectively are we able to. con- 
clude that Dr. Wallace was aman whose unswerving devotion to the ideals of ..Christian 
education deservedly led him to a position of prominence among midwestern educators. 
Of some interest to school and church reading markets. this will also bid for a,place 
in the general market through De Witt Wallace, James Wallace's son and, the founder of 
The Reader's Digest. But even with this connection it should not go very.far.except 
as a passing note on the more exalted raapegne:! of American culture and their calculated 
propagation. (LC: 57- 8696) 


May 24 


Goudeket, Maurice Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
CLOSE TO COLETTE $4.00 


This is a tender and ecstatic chronicle of the thirty years of happy married 
life which Maurice Goudeket, as her third husband, spent with Colette, the famous 
French novelist. They first met when Colette was 52 and Goudeket 35, and they remained 
inseparable until the day of her death- “it was hand in hand we made that long journey 
together". Detachment is hardly to be expected of such a memoir, but there are many 
intimate glimpses of Colette: Colette in her kitchen and closets; Colette walking her 
dog and adoring her cat; Colette watching flowers unfold and talking to insects; 
Colette moving house vigorously at least every two years; and above all, Colette writing 
every day with a disciplined drive which marked her as a genius. Indefatigable, greedy, 
gay, carefree, yet with a strong streak of realism and pessimism, Colette becomes a 
dominant figure. Goudeket touches only lightly on the childhood she herself recorded 
in her charming novels, and hardly at all on the miserable years of her earlier marriage 
to M. Willy.... It is a book to engrance all those who are now reading the Colette novels 
and to renew the interest of earlier devotees. (LC: 57-6766) 
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May 24 


Busson, Bernard & Leroy, Gerald Putnam & 
THE LAST SECRETS OF THE EARTH $3.50 


Two journalists make good use of a brisk, factual style and the growing supply 
of information and data on such scientific puzzlements as flying saucers, our molten inner 
earth, the Yeti and the Coelacanth. Describing something of the discovery or evolution 
of each, something of the present state of knowledge and something of the possible future 
meaning for man, the chapters make absorbing thumbnail sketches of each mysterious marvel. 
With rising interest we learn of the reliable people who have seen flying saucers and of 
the new suppositions about man and possible extra-terrestrial life their observations 
have lead to. More down to earth is the report on the work of Haroun Tazieff, whose re- 
markable films of volcano activity have brought about as much hairbreadth adventure as 
new information on the hot and quivering mass of magma which periodically breaks through 
its thin encasement of Earth crust. Most fascinating to this reader were the known de- 
tails of the abominable and elusive snowman. Though no European has brought back physi- 
cal reports based on first hand knowledge, photographs have been made of Yeti footprints 
and Himalayan natives have described the animal as tall, humanoid, covered with long white 
fur and social. These few of the more outstanding last frontiers of discovery make a 
vivid panorama for scientific pioneers and for the many laymen who have been checking 
on their doings of late. (LC: 57-9395) 





May 27 4 
Reitlinger, Gerald Viking 
THE SS: Alibi of a Nation 1922-1945 $6.50 
* Reitlinger's history of the SS is thorough and authoritative- but it is also #& 


a full-scale attack upon a popular fraud and it is especially a piece of brilliant po- 
litical analysis. The history traces the SS from its inception as a police guard of 
about 200 members of its emergence over a decade later as a force of a half million with 
a wide diversity of functions. The SS possessed its own divisions in the field, the 
ubiquitous Gestapo office, and ran the death camps. This was in addition to such pro- 
jects as Germanic archaeology, the cultivation of wild rubber roots and medicinal herbs, 
the control of night clubs. In the end, the SS was an example of bureaucracy gone mad. 
The fraud Reitlinger mercilessly scotches is that the SS concealed its operations from 
the political and military leaders. This fraud has been assiduously propagated since 
the downfall of Hitler to enable Nazis to deny their knowledge of- and hence complicity 
in- the SS atrocities. And all this- his scholarship as an historian and his demolition 
of the fraud- is only a small part of Reitlinger's achievement. His major effort goes 
into demonstrating the role of the SS at the top levels of Nazi policy and administra- 
tion. In reality, the book concerns Hitler, Goering, Bormann, Ribbentrop, Keitel, 
Doenitz, and conflicts and pressures and manipulations and murder plots within the Party 
hierarchy. If the structure and activities of the SS (there is a lengthy, almost unbear- 
able section on the death camps) are carefully expounded, the SS is seem primarily as an 
instrument end embodiment of the inner political and personal views of the total Nazi 
regime.... Reitlinger, who wrote The Final Solution, writes here in a very mixed genre- 
but his book is as fascinating as it is meticulous, and as perceptive as it is horrifying. 


(LC: 57-7862) 
May 28 1| 


Sayre, Francis B. Macmillan 
GLAD ADVENTURE $6.00 





Sayre's marriage to Woodrow Wilson's daughter made him nationally known and 
since that time his record encompasses many fields. He has been a member of the YMCA 
in France during World War I, professor on the Harvard law faculty, Commissioner of 
Correction for Massachusetts; he returned to public service as adviser to Siam; as 
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Assistant Secretary of State he worked on Cordell Hull's trade laws program; as High 
Commissioner to the Philippines he was evacuated by submarine from Corregidor; as 
assistant to Lehmann for UNRRA; as U. S. Representative on the UN Trusteeship Council; 
and as a representative of the Protestant Churches he has been in Japan for their 
Christian programs. Without anecdote or involved reflection Sayre surveys it all 
although occasionally he gives way to some intense sentiment - specifically about his 
first wife who died. A long, cool look at a responsible, conscientious career. 

(LC: 57-7213) 


\ 


May 29 


Hall, Leonard Harper 
A COUNTRY YEAR $3.50 


Leonard Hall's calendar of the season's pleasures on his Possum Trot Farm 
in the Missouri Ozarks appeared in the columns of the St. Louis Post Dispatch and 
now in book form- these casual, contemplative pieces will share with a wider audience 
this life he has found so much to his liking. Rain and drought, clearing acreage 
and raising crops, buying cattle at auctions- and butchering them, and the many ac- 
tivities on a family-sized farm are only part of his country journal; a nature lover 
and observer, he comments at random on snipe and wild geese and other waterfowl, on 
wildflowers and fruits, on insects and pests, on plants and weeds, and on the abun- 
dant, changing landscape of the outdoor world. It is a pleasant record, apprecia- 
tive and unassuming. (LC: 57-7800) 


Schellenberg, Walter Harper 
THE LABYRINTH $4.50 


The rise of Walter Schellenberg from rank and file member to Chief of Hit- 
ler's Secret Service and the role he played in that intelligence agency are described 
in these memoirs. Often caught between personal animosities of the Nazi bureaucracy, 
he was forced to use his own judgment which, according to Schellenberg, was right in 
most cases. His ascendancy in the official hierarchy was marked by incident upon 
incident, each one demanding intellect, cunning and often wit. For foreign ventures 
he was equipped with a hollow tooth containing a capsule of cyanide which he was to 
take if captured. Secret bacteriological vials, hidden Leica cameras, documents con- 
cealed in toothpaste tubes - these are some of the rudimentary tools of the craft. 
He was responsible for the "Venlo Incident” - a composite of the plan to gain access 
to British information centers, and an attempted assassination of Hitler - which re- 
sulted in the arrest (perhaps unwarranted) of two-high ranking British agents. He 
disregarded instructions, ostensibly issued by Hitler, to kidnap the Duke of Windsor 
from Spain because he sensed their spurious origin. The excitement of international 
intrigue and counter-espionage is heightened by descriptions of the German leaders. 
Hitler, Himmler, Heydrich, Goering and others, men whose vision of power extended 
over the earth and a thousand years into the future appear as people through Schel- 
lenberg's eyes. This is a fascinating, if grotesque, account because, as Alan 
Bullock points out in the introduction, it is free from the passion for self-justi- 
fication. It is an attempt to "recapture, not disown, the sensations of power and 
importance”. (LC: 56-8761) 


Wesley, Edgar B. Harper 
NEA: The First Hundred Years $5.00 


A centennial review of the National Education Association's progress comes 
close to paralleling the course of modern education in this country. The NEA was 
instrumental. in founding and working out its aims and spirit, and in supplying cur- 
ricula for kindergartens, elementary and high schools, and teachers’ colleges. Co- 
education and the integration of Negro students and teachers were both largely brought 
about by the NEA. The Association has interpreted and helped implant the ideals of 
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Pestalozzi, Froebel, Francis Parker and Dewey. As a national body it has worked in be- 

half of liberal values and the benefits of Federal support for education; as an inter- | 
national body it has promoted exchanges of everything from toys to students and above a 

all has won good will and respect from the world's teaching profession.... Wesley's 

report is somewhat formal but not formidable. It will surely be of interest to all 

teachers. (LC: 56-11918) 


May 29 


Woytinsky, W. S. Harper 
INDIA: THE AWAKENING GIANT $3.50 


What is the pattern and aim of India's so-called economic socialism and how 
is it succeeding in the villages, on the farms, in industrial plants? What is the pre- 
vailing attitude of the public towards social change? education? Hindu-Moslem relations? 
Nehru? birth control? growing rice by the Japanese method? Though Woytinsky, an econo- 
mist, adduces some statistics and cites innumerable findings during his recent trip 
through India, he does not attempt any conclusive answers to the questions he propounds. 
He is an observer, an inquirer, a man perhaps of opinions, and he is aware of indica- 
tions, trends, tensions. But this remains a report and definitely nothing more. Woy- 
tinsky as an economist is concerned with economic factors, ranging from the stability 
of the rupee to the role of human fertilizer as a nutrient for the soil. He supplies 
a framework for further study and he limns the vast emergence, enterprise and self- 
discovery which is India today. Limited. (LC: 57-7154) 


May US ay 


Albert, Marvin H. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
BROADSIDES AND BOARDERS $5 00 





Wooden-hulled warships from the 16th to the 19th Century played a crucial role 
in the power struggles of England, Spain, the Netherlands, France and America. In 1572, 
William de la Marck initiated the dispute of Spanish ocean hegemony. His desire to 
avenge a cousin beheaded by the Spanish grew to unwieldy proportions and though he was 
responsible for the creation of the Dutch Sea Beggars - that courageous group of patriot 
sailors - people were rather relieved when he was bitten by a mad dog. The Dutch ram- 
grapple-and board tactics of the rowed galley fleets overwhelmed Philip II's men and 
they relinquished Briel - a Spanish outpost. Later, Frances Drake, imbued with anti- 
Catholic and anti-Spanish persuasions, was determined to launch a mighty protest in 
the name. of his queen. The destruction of the invincible Spanish Armada was a testi- 
mony of his determination and a proof that the application of ancient tactics of oar- 
driven galleys to sailing ships was doomed to failure. Many hero-figures appear on 
these pages, each one in the context of his ship and his country - Louis Boisot, 
Nelson at Trafalgar, van Heemskerck, Admiral Perry at Lake Erie and others. The end 
of the War of 1812 concludes this history of war on the sea in ships, prior to the 
entrance of the steamship.(LC: 57-8847) 


“) 


Yy a 4 
Queen, Ellery aoe Simon & Schuster 
IN THE QUEEN'S PARLOR $3.00 


An informal audience with the Queens, this is a scrapbook of incidental pieces 
about the detective story, its past masters and contemporary practitioners, and its many 


assorted and affiliated interests. From Poe-tic justice and their admiration for the 
first and perhaps greatest exponent, to Rex Stout and Dashiell Hammett and John Dickson a 
Carr, they comment on the fun of collecting, on authors' inscriptions, on the initial 
appearance of a female detective, on the choice of pseudonyms- and titles, and they 

deliberate over the best in a connoisseurs' choice of classics.... An entertaining form 

of shoptalk which runs to puns and does not disguise a lifelong enthusiasm that others 

will want to share. (LC: 57-7940) 
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June 7 Kon 


Sprague, Marshall Little, Brown 
MASSACRE: The Tragedy at White River $5.00 


A substantial, forceful reconstruction of the Meeker massacre in 1879, a small 
incident in the longer history of conflict between the red men and the white. Nathan 
Meeker, an impoverished, impractical idealist, sent West by Horace Greeley for whom he 
had worked as a reporter, at 52 decided to “take the road of Manifest Destiny” and se- 
cured the agency at White River, Colorado. A man of equal stature and sincerity was to 
stand against him- Chief Ouray, leader of the Utes, who tried- and failed- to keep his 
people in hand before they lost more of their homeland. Meeker, in his months at the 
Agency, a weary, aging man, attempted to win the friendship of the Utes but succeeded 
only in alienating them, and when sweet reasonableness failed called for force and the 
military. This led to the first act of violence- by the Utes- the: ambush of a band of 
soldiers, and on to the exceptionally savage massacre at the post.... Sprague, who has 
researched this story extensively, reports it in non-partisan terms so that the many 
diverse interests here, the courage, the brutality, and the misguided motions on both 
sides lend a strong human value. His account should have a regional and historical 
interest as well. (LC: 56-9069) 


Kohn, Hans Macmillan 
AMERICAN NATIONALISM $5.00 


Kohn has selected for analysis five features of American nationalism which, 
in the grand sense, perhaps, of de Tocqueville, make up the nub of the matter. With 
these features or characteristics Kohn has sought to capture the organic form and move- 
ment of America - what might be called its "style" or "idea". Specifically, he has 
discussed the origins of nationalism - observing that America began without a history 
or any pre-determined pattern and was therefore unique both from its own standpoint 
and from that of the student of history. He has traced the relationship between Eng- 
land and America and, in his concluding concepts, has discovered America returning 
today to its roots in the Anglo-Saxon heritage. He has expounded the “Federal struc- 
ture" which at last formed in this country; and in the structure he has portrayed both 
cause and consequence for America, both the reason for the particular structure and 
the effects produced by it. He has broken down, reconstituted and evaluated the 
ethnic components. Finally he has projected the role and plight of America onto the 
world stage especially in its present polarity with Russian Communism. It is essen- 
tially not a “difficult" book but it is so graduated and interwoven in meanings, in 
insights, in thematic forces that it is impossible, even approximately, to synthe- 
size or restate. It is unquestionably a brilliant work, enduring in its interest and 
political significance, for the serious, intelligent seekers. (LC: 57-8101) 


Langford, Gerald Macmillan 
ALIAS ©. HENRY $5.00 


A step by step, fact by fact biography of William Sidney Porter reveals re- 
search, answers apologists and critics, and meticulously follows the career of the wri- 
ter known as 0. Henry and the progress of the man. It concentrates on the alien quali- 
ties - in Texas, in prison, in New York, on the reticence and kindness, on the 'failings- 
of immaturity and drink, on the inability to face a showdown, on the question of his 
guilt or innocence in his incident of the Austin bank embezzlement, on the blight of 
his prison term. It is detailed in its hounding of his physical as well as his emo- 
tional and psychological findings; it soundtracks his two marriages; it roots into the 
beginning of his writing and identifies subject and (changed) matter in his later 
works; it links all evidence of his financial ineptitude; it knows the temperature of 
Texas, Ohio State Penitentiary, North Carolina and New York City days. It is a diag- 
nosis of his place, a unique one and here reconsidered, in American fiction - it is a 
mine for what made the man and the writer. Not as a portrait that comes alive and 
speaks - as maybe 0. Henry could and should - is the end effect: the total is rather 
a clinical X-ray. Excellent as a study project but not aimed towards a general 
biography reading public. (LC: 57-8270) 
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June 4 


Watts, May Macmillan 
READING THE LANDSCAPE $4.75 ae 





Ecology, seeing the relationship of living things to their total environment, 
is the subject of this book. Mrs. Watts, a naturalist of the Morton Arboretum in Illin- 
ois focuses on the plant and factors governing its development. The plant is seen in 
both its historical and contemporary perspective. Moving by chapters from one type of 
environment to another, the story of plants unfoldsin a rather literary way, definitely 

_presupposing,. however, some background in botany. A defined market. 98 various size 
line engravings. (LC: 57-6359) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


32 Kent,Louise, Ae- THE SUMMER KITCHEN- definite date 4/23. Price from $3.00 to 
$3.50. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
52 Hitchcock, Alfred- ALFRED HITCHCOCK PRESENTS- from 3/7? to 4/26. Price from 
$3.75 to $3.95. (Simon & Schuster) 
94 Housepian, Marjorie- A HOUSEFUL OF LOVE- definite date 6/24. (Random House) 
98 La Farge, Oliver- A PAUSE IN THE DESERT- from 4/8 to 4/22. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
101 Kaye, M.M.- SHADOW OF THE MOON- definite date 4/25. (Messner) 
127 Grun, Bernard- PRINCE OF VIENNA- from 3/15 to 4/19. (Putnam) 
127 Ritter, E.A.- SHAKA ZULU- from 3/15 to 4/19. (Putnam) 
154 Zilliscus, Stella- SIX PEOPLE AND LOVE- from 4/10 to 4/22. (John Day) 
155 Strabel, Thelma- CARIBEE- definite price $3.75. (Harper) 
156 Fuller, Iola- THE GILDED TORCH- price from $4.50 to $4.00. (Putnam)  g 
172 Mott, Frank Luther- A HISTORY OF AMERICAN MAGAZINES- from 4/? to 5/3. (Harvard) 
192 Murdoch, Iris- THE SANDCASTLE- from 5/2 to 5/7. (Viking) 
193 Connell, Evan S. Jr.- THE ANATOMY LESSON- from 5/7 to 5/20. (Viking) 
193 Martin, Shane- TWELVE GIRLS IN THE GARDEN- from 5/8 to 5/28. (Morrow) 
195 Rooke, Daphne- WIZARD'S COUNTRY- definite date 5/16. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
195 Wibberley, Leonard- TAKE ME TO YOUR PRESIDENT- from 5/13 to 7/12. Note publisher 
shift from Holt to Putnam. 
202 Chipperfield, Faith- IN QUEST OF LOVE- from 4/18 to 4/30. (Coward-McCann) 
203 Antoine, Albert- SLIMMING THE FRENCH WAY- from 4/26 to 5/23. (Putnam) 
204 Davis, Melton S.- ALL ROME TREMBLED- from 4/26 to 5/16. (Putnam) 
204 McAllister & Miller- THE KIND OF GUY I AM- price from $3.75 to $3.95. (McGraw-Hill) 
205 Murtagh & Harris- CAST THE FIRST STONE- price from $3.95 to $4.50. (McGraw-Hill) 
206 Gaitskell, Hugh- THE CHALLENGE OF CO-EXISTENCE- definite date 4/26. (Harvard) 
230 Bassett, Sara Ware- THE GIRL IN THE BLUE PINAFORE- price from $3.00 to $2.95. 
(Doubleday ) 
231 Fielding, Gabriel- IN THE TIME OF GREENBLOOM- from 5/15 to 6/5. (Morrow) 
233 Gerson, Noel B.- THE CONQUEROR'S WIFE- price from $3.95 to $3.75. (Doubleday) 
233 Manfred, Frederick- Title should read RIDERS OF JUDGMENT. (Random House) 
234 Graves, Robert- THEY HANGED MY SAINTLY BILLY- price from $4.00 to $3.95. (Doubleday) 
236 Burgess, Jackson- PILLAR OF CLOUD- from 5/24 to 7/11. August Literary Guild 
selection. (Putnam) 
238 Maine, Charles Eric- THE ISOTOPE MAN- from 5/1 to 5/29. (Lippincott) 
242 Berlin, Ellin- SILVER PLATTER- from 4/18 to 5/9. (Doubleday ) 
245 Berle, A.A. Jr.- TIDES OF CRISIS- from 5/7 to 5/16. (Viking-Reynal) 
246 Brown, Bonner & Weir- THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS- from 5/9 to 6/7. (Viking) 
248 Gaither, Gant- PRINCESS OF MONACO- from 5/16 to 7/11. (Holt) 
250 Walter, Bruno- GUSTAV MAHLER- postponed indefinitely. (Knopf) 
253 Wellman, Paul I.- PORTAGE BAY- definite price $5.00. (Doubleday) 
255 Garrett, Eileen J.- fd. - BEYOND THE FIVE SENSES- from 5/29 to 6/17. (Lippincott) 
256 Super, Donald E.- THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CAREERS- definite date 5/15- (Harper) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MAY 
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CONTEMPORARY 


Cost, March HER GRACE PRESENTS (Lippincott ) 
Faulkner, William THE TOWN (Random House ) 

Hardy, Ronald =p “ KAMPONG (Doubleday ) 

L'Engle, Madeleine A WINTER'S LOVE (Lippincott ) 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


Thane, Elswyth HOMING (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 

Treece, Henry THE GOLDEN STRANGERS (Random House ) 
Richter, Conrad THE LADY (Knopf) 

Graves, Robert THEY HANGED MY SAINTLY BILLY (Doubleday) 
Carr, John Dickson FIRE, BURN! (Harper ) 


THRILLERS 


Hood, Margaret Page IN THE DARK NIGHT (Coward-McCann) 
Martin, Shane TWELVE GIRLS IN THE GARDEN (Morrow) 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Lee, Gypsy Rose GYPSY (Harper ) 

Vandiver, Frank E. MIGHTY STONEWALL (McGraw-Hill) 

McCarthy, Mary MEMORIES OF A CATHOLIC GIRLHOOD (Harcourt, Brace) 
Cantor & Ardmore TAKE MY LIFE (Doubleday) 


CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 


Bryant, Arthur THE TURN OF THE TIDE (Doubleday) June Book of the 
Month Club selection. 
Reitlinger, Gerald THE SS (Viking) 


ADVENTURE- TRAVEL 


Schreider, Helen & 
Frank 20,000 MILES SOUTH (Doubleday ) 
Elvier, Harold THE RIDE TO CHANDIGARH (Macmillan) 


SPECIAL 


Bishop, Jim THE DAY CHRIST DIED (Harper) 
Gilbert, Stuart- fd. LETTERS OF JAMES JOYCE (Viking) 





